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BRADFORD TRIPLE 


MAIN PICTURE: Neepsend-bodied 
Leyland PD3A/2245 (FKY 245E), 
new in 1967, passes a busy scene 
centred on Mr Bulman’s General and 
Hardware Store — fortunately a small 
number of similar emporiums survive 
today. Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

RIGHT: Seen in Huddersfield bus 
station PTE No 2238 (EAK 238D), a 
1966 Daimler CVG6 with bodywork 
by Neepsend prepares to return 
home via Brighouse. 

FAR RIGHT: MCCW-bodied AEC 
Regent V No 2200 (6200 KW) was 
one of 30 such buses new in 1964. 

COVER: Newly restored as 
Merseyside 206 (FHF 456) a former 
Wallasey Metro-Cammell-bodied 
Leyland Atlanteans makes a stunning 
return to the road. Its story can be 
found on page 12. PHILIP LAMB 


Bradford’s splendid 
motorbuses have always 
been overshadowed 
by its splendid fleet of 
trolleybuses, but the 
motorbus too made a 
substantial contribution to 
the development of public 
transport in the city. Early 
deliveries in the postwar 
period comprised Daimlers, 
Leylands and AECs but 
throughout the 1950s, AEC 
held sway. Between 1951 
and 1964 38 Regent Ills 
and 90 Regent Vs plus 25 
former London Transport 
RTs entered the fleet. 

These were followed by 30 



Daimlers and a batch of 
15 Leylands, 1967 seeing 
a belated entry into the 
field of rear engined-buses, 
with both Atlanteans 
and Fleetlines gracing 
the streets of Bradford. 


Deliveries were interspersed 
with both CVG6LXs and 
PD3A/12s — a total of 80 
vehicles. Here we bring 
you examples of all three 
breeds — Leyland AEC and 
Daimler. 



























NEWS PLUS 6 

The latest news from the world of bus preservation and beyond. 

A TOUCH OF BLUE 12 

Former Wallasey Leyland Atlantean has been restored in Merseyside 
PTE’s blue Wirral livery. 

RETURN JOURNEY: MERSEYSIDE’S COLOURS 16 

Following the formation of Merseyside PTE, the livery went through a 
number of changes both major and minor. Here are some examples . .. 

ON THE ROAD 18 

DAVID JUKES presents this month’s round-up of older buses still working 
in the UK and abroad. 

RESTORATION ON A WORKING MAN’S BUDGET 22 

Two of the final Southern Vectis Bristol LHS deliveries are actively 
preserved on the Isle of Wight. DAVID JUKES crosses The Solent to discover 
more about KDL 202 and 203W. 

RETURN JOURNEY: BRISTOL LH 26 

Here we look only at LH models fitted with standard ECW bus bodywork. 
Others wait for another day! 

BI0B BLISS 28 

The Northern Counties Paladin Volvo BIOBs new to Trent had incredibly 
long service lives. Now, as NICK LARKIN reports, one has been superbly 
restored. 

NORTH WEST VRT OPEN DAY 32 

One of the most popular events in the North-west, the annual NWVRT 
Open Day took place as usual on the first Sunday in June. 

THIRD CHIPPENHAM BUS RALLY & RUNNING DAY 34 

This event, organised by the Bristol Road Transport Collection and the 
Bristol Omnibus Vehicle Collection, saw four routes operated from 
Chippenham bus station. NIGEL APPLEFORD reports. 

BARRY 36 

Early June saw the Cardiff Transport Preservation Group’s annual Barry 
rally on two sites — Its headquarters established in the former Western 
Welsh depot in Barry and the former holiday camp on Barry Island. 

BROOKLANDS ON THE BUSES 37 

Rare vehicles in the London Bus Museum collection come out to play. 

RIBBLE 100 42 

The Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust celebrated the 100th anniversary 
of what was Ribble Motor Services on 26 May 2019 with a Morecambe- 
based event. 

TROLLEY TIMES: PORTSMOUTH 44 

A look back at trolleybus days in Portsmouth. 

TOW BUS SAVIOUR 46 

SIMON GILL reports on former Birmingham City Transport Leyland Tiger 
PS2 2257 (JOJ 257) as it makes a return to service in Somerset this summer. 

COACHING CLASSICS: PMT 50 

Potteries or PMT was a respected coach operator within the BET group 
providing tours, excursions and private hire work. Here we look at some 
of the vehicles used. 

TURNOVER REGENT 52 

Regular readers will recall that your Editor wrote in April about a 


Doncaster AEC Regent V that had left the road and landed on its side in 
a field. With the help of KEITH PLATT and JIM SAMWAYS we bring you 
these rare views of the event! 

THE MODEL PAGE 54 

OOC’s Plaxton Premiere COMES under NIGEL APPLEFORD’s spotlight. 

OFF ROUTE 58 

The ultimate solution to the problems of collecting old buses is a bit of an 
e-effrontery reckons NICK LARKIN. And what is a racing car doing on a 
bus museum wall? 

BUSMART 63/1 

B&CP’s comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell any 
bus-related item. 
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YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


‘Atlas Editions” Models £10 Each 


NEW ADDITIONS ADDED 

BUS COLLECTION 
J Y-08 IFA H6 B 
J Y-19 VOLVO B 616 1953 
J Y-21 SCANIA VABIS D 111964 
JY-27 ROBUR GRANT 1958 
j Y-30 NEOPLAN NH 9L HAMBURG 1964 
JY-33 RENAULT TN6C2 


TRAMS & LOCOS 
HQ-01 BLACKPOOL BALOON 1960 
HQ-02 FELTHAM TRAM UCC 1931 
HQ-03 BLACKPOOL RAILCOACH 1937 
HQ-04 HONG KONG TRAM 1986 
HQ-05 SAN FRANCISCO CABLE CAR 
HQ-99 KROKODIL LOCO 
HQ-20 STUBAITALBAHN TWI1904 
HQ-30 ATELIERS DE BRUGES 1949 

NEW ADDITIONS PLUS RESTOCKS 

COACH COLLECTION 
j E-04 KINGS FERRY VAN HOOL T9 
J E-07 HENSCHEL HS 100 N 
j E-09 SAMUEL LEDGARD PLAXTON 
j E-ll EXCELSIOR HOLIDAYS COACH 
J E-12 YORK PULLMAN VAN HOOL 
J E-16TRANS PEAK PLAXTON PREMIER 
j E-19 HOLLAND COACH LEY. VERHEUL 
j E-20 BROSSEL j ONCKHEERE 
JE-22 BUSSING SENATOR 
JE-23 KRUPP TITAN 080 
j E-27 FI AT306/3 INTERURBANO 
j E-28 SCANIA VABIS D 11 

MOST OTHERS ARE STILL 
AVAILABLE 


GREAT BRITISH BUSES 
j B-01 LONDON TRANSPORT RTW 
J B-02 SOUTHDOWN BRISTOL LODEKKA 
j B-03 WALLACE ARNOLD BEDFORD OB 
J B-04 LONDON TRANS. TROLLEYBUS 
J B-05 SOUTHDOWN QUEEN MARY O/T 
J B-10 BRIGHTON & HOVE AEC REGENT 
J B-ll DOUGLAS CORP. AEC REGENT 
j B-12 MIDLAND RED CM5T COACH 
J B-13 BLACKPOOL BALOON TRAM 
j B-14 GREEN LINE AEC Q TYPE 
J B-15 TEESIDE SUNBEAM TROLLEYBUS 
j B-16 WESTERN WELSH LEYLAND TIGER 
J B-17 LYTHAM ST ANNES LEYLAND PD2 
j B-18 RIBBLE BURLINGHAM SEAGULL 
J B-19 LEEDS CITY TRANS. CROSSLEY 
j B 20 WEST RIDING BEDFORD VAL 
j B-21 LINCOLN LEYLAND TITAN 
J B-22 HANTS & DORSET PANORAMA 
j B-23 BLACKPOOL BRUSH RAILCOACH 
J B-24 ST HELENS AEC REGENT V 
J B-25 METROPOLITAN FELTHAM TRAM 
JB-26 MIDLAND RED D9 
J B-28 HULL CORP. TROLLEYBUS 
j B-29 EAST YORKSHIRE BET 
J B-30 MIDLAND RED WEST LEY. LYNX 
Z Scale Trains Of The World 
KB-01 ORIENT EXPRESS 
KB-03 TEE EDELWEISS Z GAUGE 
KB-06TRANS SIBERIAN RAILWAY 
KB-07 RHEINGOLD 
KB-08 SVT 877 FILEGHENDER 
KB-09 SHINKANSEN 
KB-10 MIKADO 141RENFE 
KB-11 GOLDEN ARROW 
KB-12 MINSTRAL 
KB-19 RIO GRANDE SCENIC 
KB-25 SANTA FE SUPER CHIEF 
KB-28 HENSCHEL WEGMANN ZUG 


HATCHETT 1:43 MODELS AVAILABLE NOW £15 
Please Note Models SubjectTo Availability 


RAPIDO MODELS 

DELUXE COMES WITH WORKING INTERIOR / HE AD & DESTINATION LIGHTS (Which 
Requires a 12v 500mA DC Power Supply) 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MODELS ARE NOW DUE LATE SUMMER 2019 

Birmingham City Transport Livery 


Standard Deluxe 

71000 Bus 2976 No Route j Oj 976 71500 

71001 Bus 3100 6 Sandon Road MOF 100 71501 

71002 Bus 3062 11 Outer Circle MOF 62 71502 

71003 Bus 2986 32 Gospel Lane j Oj 986 71503 

71004 Bus 3009 52 Beeches Estate MOF 9 71504 

71005 Bus 3000 56 Castle Bromwich LOG 300 71505 

71006 Bus 2958 63 Rubery J OJ 958 71506 

71007 B us 2976 750 Wythall B us Museum j Oj 976 71507 

West Midlands Passenger Transport Executive Livery 

71008 Bus 3037 5 Perry Common MOF 37 71508 

71009 Bus 2964 9 Quinton J OJ 964 71509 

71010 Bus 2995 15 Blakenall j Oj 995 71510 

71011 Undecorated Plain Model 71511 

Standard £39.99, Deluxe £49.99 

PRE-ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN 
NO PAYMENT REQUIRED AT TIME OF PREORDERING 


POSTAL CHARGES FOR UK RATES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL 

MARCH 2020. Increase in Europe & World Rates 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £5: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £7 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, Bank Transfer Credit/Debit Cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 

Email Address: turland@btinternet.com 

07814 403173 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 
71 TAYLOR ROAD 
KINGS HEATH 
BIRMINGHAM B13 OPB 


HC-05 SAURER L4C SWITZERLAND 1959 

HC-06dTREONT45 FRANCE 1934 

HC-09 CITREON CITYRAMA FRANCE 1955 

HC-11 MERCEDES BENZ L03100 GERMANY 1939 

HC-12 ISUZU BXD 30 J APAN 1962 

HC-14CHAUSSON APH47 FRANCE 1951 

HC-15 CITREONT23RU FRANCE 1947 

HC-16 AEC REGAL SOUDLEY VALLEY 

HC-17 ISOBLOC 648 DP FRANCE 1955 

HC-19 RENAULT AGP85 FRANCE 1938 

HC-25 CITREON 46 DP UAD FRANCE 1955 

HC-27 NEOPLAN SKYLINER GERMANY 1983 

HC-29 GM TDH ROSA PARKS USA 1955 

HC-30 BERLIET PHL GRAND RAID FRANCE 1966 

HC-33 BEDFORD ROCKET PAKISTAN 1980 

HC-38 KRUPP TITAN 080 GERMANY 1951 

HC-40 BERLIET J EICZ PR100 POLAND 1971-77 

HC-45 HEULIEZ 0 305 HIZ FRANCE 1969 

HC-47 BERLIET PLR 10MU FRANCE 1955 

HC-52 SOUTHERN NATIONAL BEDFORD OB UK 1947 

HC-53 CHAUSSON ANG FRANCE 1956 

HC-57 BUSSING SENATOR 12 D AUSTRIA 1964 

HC-58 PAN HARD MOVIC IE 24 FRANCE 1948-53 

HC-60 BORGWARD BO 4000 GERMANY 1952 

HC-61 RENAULT R4192 FRANCE 1952 

HC-66 CHAUSSON APVU RATP/53 FRANCE 1953 

HC-69 BERLIET PIR 8 MU FRANCE 1956 


A FEW 
OTHERS ARE 
AVAILABLE 
BUT ARE 
VERY LOW IN 
STOCK 

PRICE 

JUST 

£15 

EACH 


LOWEST PRICE IN EUROPE 


AVAILABLE NOW 


6508A NATIONAL EXPRESS WEST MIDLANDS PLATINUM 
(6843, SN66 WFM) XI COVENTRY (£40) 

6508B NATIONAL EXPRESS WEST MIDLANDS PLATINUM 
(6843, SN66 WFM) XI BIRMINGHAM (£40) 

SPECIAL PRICE OF j UST £40 rrp£59.99 
Whilst Stocks Last 

OTHER NORTHCORD ADL ENVIRO 400 
MODELS DUE 2019 

6509 ABELLIO BUS (2600, YY67 GZW) £45 Available Now 

6510 YELLOW BUSES (200, SN17 MTO £45 (j une) 

6511 S/C WEST SCOTLAND (10930, SN67 XAY) £45 
6512 SOUTHERN VECTIS (1660, HW67 AHY) £45 

6513 STAGECOACH SOUTH (10892, YX67 VCE)£45 
6514 FIRST IN GLASGOW (33201, SK68 LWN) £45 
6515 METROLINE (TEH2087, LK15 CUH) £45 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS LOW PRICES 

UK 6516 STAGECOACH SOUTH GOLD 10770, SN66 VYR £44 
UK 6517 ADL ENVIRO 400 10.5 m UNPAINTED KIT £39^ ^ 


Latest Releases j 
Available Now 

OXF 76MW-004 
TILLING TRANSPORT 
BRISTOL MW6G £15 

OXF 76QWB-014 

ISLE OF MAN 
BEDFORD OB £15 

OXF 76CQM-001 
SOUTHDOWN DUPLE 
COMMANDER £15 


\n. W 

I,« 



RALLY DATES FOR 2019 SEASON 


J ul 21st Alton Bus Rally 
Hampshire 

SatJ ul 27 Open Day 
NXWM Pens nett Garage 

Aug 17/18th Lathalmond Bus 
Museum Weekend 

Aug 25/26th Transport 
Museum Wythall 

Sep 8 Birmingham Bus Bash 
Moseley Rugby Club 
(Billesley Common) 


Sep 22 Swansea Bus Museum 
Sep 29 Showbus 

Oct 6 Transport Museum 
Wythall 

20 Oct Brooklands Transport 
Museum 

27 Oct Transport Museum 
Wythall (Saturday) 
Twilight Event 

Dec 7/8th Manchester Transport 
Museum 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE ATYWBC 
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Different colours 


This month we feature a Leyland 
Atlantean, which had languished for 
decades, totally unloved, its paint wearing 
away, even though it was kept indoors. 

The limelight had been monopolised by its 
sister which had graced the rally scene in 
original livery for decades. Yes, Wallasey 
No 1 (FHF 451), reportedly the very 
first Leyland Atlantean to enter revenue¬ 
earning service, has a surviving sister, No 
6 (FHF 456). No 1 flies the Wallasey flag 
dressed in its ‘Sea Green’ livery admirably. 

No 6, however, had very much become 
its ugly sister’ shoved at the back in St 
Helens fading and faltering, untouched 
and left to its own devices. But why should 
it have been treated any differently? No 
I was out there representing the batch 
and doing it splendidly. Other Wallasey- 
liveried Atlantean would have looked 
no different, and might even had been 
mistaken for No 1. 

Today, a driving force behind bus 
preservation in the North-west, John 
Cherry spotted the opportunity to do 
something different. Upon the formation 
of Merseyside PTE, Wallasey’s Atlanteans 
were treated to a new colour scheme. 

The Wirral division, which took over the 
responsibility for former Wallasey and 
Birkenhead services, as a result of the 
merger, adopted a blue and primrose 
version of the Liverpool division’s jonquil 
and primrose. Acquiring No 6, he set 


about restoring the bus in this relatively 
short-lived scheme, forgotten by many, but 
now on display again for all to see. 

There will be no mistaking no (20)6 
at any distance, but more importantly 
it is helping to keep live, currently 
singlehandedly, although a later Atlantean 
wears the scheme as a heritage vehicle. 

Many liveries have now quite literally 
faded away, but out there are many blank 
canvasses on which to paint them. How 
many leaf green or poppy red NBC 
standard types such as the Bristol VRT 
and Leyland National are preserved? 
Almost all of these buses went on to live 
post-deregulation lives wearing liveries 
never even dreamt up pre-1986. 

The ingenious and colourful results 
barely lasted ten years in most cases 
before the next generation of identities, 
those of the big groups came along 
sweeping away not only individuality but 
perhaps more importantly, local identity. 

Perhaps more variety and appeal to 
younger generations may well help our 
cause. 

Splendid events such as that recently 
organised by the London Bus Museum, 
although not relevant to the above theme, 
are possibly another way forward. The 
sheer range of vehicles on display was 
second to none — more please! 

PHILIP LAMB 
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Manchester 436 progress 

Manchester 436, a l934 Crossley 
Mancunian at the Museum of Transport 
Greater Manchester, continues to 
progress. At the moment the nearside 
lower-deck framing is mainly missing, as 
welding of new framing begins using the 
old material as a pattern. This means that 
the bus is distinctly fragile at the moment! 
Acrow props have been installed to 
support the upper deck. Meanwhile, in a 
tribute to the power of B&CP, after this 
magazine mentioned that the restoration 
team were looking for the unusual 
pneumatic bell pushes that were fitted 
instead of the usual electric ones, two 
have been offered for donation! They’ll be 
fitted in due course. Report and picture: 
PAUL WILLIAMS/MoTGM 


Notable firsts for 

Over the first weekend in June, the 
commercially operated 339 bus service 
that connects the Epping Ongar Railway 
with Epping Underground and Shenfield 
for National Rail services, saw the entry 
into service of RMAll (NMY 648E) for 
the first time. 

Also over this weekend was the pairing 
up of what the Railway thinks is probably 
the country’s youngest bus crew, as both 
Julius Bax (aged 20) and Stephen Gillet 
(aged 26) have a combined age which is a lot 
less than the RTL that they were in control 
of. There are not many places in the UK 
where you can get the chance to operate 
traditional stage carriage operation in a 
vintage vehicle, keeping to a timetable and 
issuing real fares not just 'souvenir tickets’. 

An EOR spokesperson said: 'We always 
encourage younger volunteers to come and 
take part in either the railway side or the bus 
side of the team. Each person is mentored 
and given as much training and time as they 
need to feel comfortable in dealing with 
the general public, and what could be to 


Epping Ongar 

some, quite hard buses to drive. Many of 
our younger members subsequently go on to 
further full time work within the transport 
industry knowing that most situations they 
will encounter they will have already met 
whilst under our care. 

'Conductors come into the training school 
from the age of 16 and drivers from the age 
of 25. This is by no means an exclusively 
male domain as we can also field female 
drivers and conductors as part of our valued 
team. Age is not a problem as we have many 
members of our team who are at the other 
end of the age spectrum, but we do seem 
to have got the knack of encouraging our 
younger members. Conductors do need to 
have a good head for maths and drivers do 
need the appropriate PCV licence. We are 
always on the lookout for additional staff for 
crew operation.” 

If this sounds like something you 
would be interested in, please contact the 
Epping Ongar Railway for more details. 
Report: BOB WINGROVE 
Pictures: EPPING ONGAR RAILWAY 


Last surviving Merseyrider 
Mercedes K946 OEM 


What is believed to be the only survivor 
from a batch of Marshall-bodied 
Mercedes-Benz 81 ID minibuses new to 
Merseyrider in February 1993, has been 
found in Cambridgeshire. K946 OEM has 
been converted to a motor home, but the 
owners no longer use it and will consider 
selling it for preservation. Prospective 
buyers should contact Debbi-Jayne 
Challenger, e-mail: littleouse@gmail.com 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: DAVID BEARDMORE 
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Southampton 100th Anniversary Event Cancelled 


The event planned by Southampton 
Transport Trust and Xelabus to 
commemorate 100 Years of Motorbus 
Operation in Southampton, due to 
take place on Saturday 20 July has 
unfortunately been cancelled; Xelabus 


Chairman Phil Blair citing unforeseen 
circumstances. 

However, the Southampton Transport 
Anniversaries Weekend on Saturday 
14 September (in the City Centre) and 
on Sunday 15 September (at Bursledon 


Brickworks) is not affected as it is being 
organised by an unconnected group, 
Southampton & District Transport 
Heritage Trust. 

Details of the September events can be 
found on www.sadtht.co.uk 



Crich Tramway Village Seeks Volunteer Tram Crew 


If you have any spare time, volunteering 
can help you meet new people, broaden 
your interests and help you gain valuable 
skills and experience. 

Crich Tramway Village, home of the 
National Tramway Museum, situated 
near Matlock in the beautiful Derbyshire 
countryside, is looking for enthusiastic 
individuals to join their volunteer tram 
crew for their vintage trams. 

You need to be of smart appearance 
with good customer service skills and 
a minimum age of 16. Training will be 
given to successful applicants, starting as a 
conductor/guard responsible for the safety 
of passengers boarding and alighting, 
ticketing and assisting the Tram Driver. 
After two years as a qualified conductor, 
and subject to holding a full DVLA car 
licence for at least a year, you could also 
apply to be a tram driver. 

Discounted accommodation is on 
offer for those travelling from afar, there 
being currently over 150 volunteers who 
come from all over the UK and Europe. 


Some volunteers have gone on to secure 
employment after gaining valuable 
experience at Crich Tramway Village. 

Volunteer conductor at Crich and 
LRV Driver (tram driver) at Metrolink 
in Manchester, Joseph Burberry, said: 

T started volunteering in 2012 after an 
Ultimate Driving Experience at Crich. I 
started as a conductor, which is a great 
role because you get to meet so many new 
people and make some great friends at 
the same time. Even if you believe you 
are too shy to have a go at something like 
conducting, you’d be surprised at how 
doing a role like this can bring you out of 
your shell. The skills you learn here are 
great for any future career you go into 
within the railway industry. 

The skills and job experience I have 
gained while at Crich Tramway Village 
have helped me enormously to get my 
dream job at Manchester’s Metrolink. 
There aren’t many people who can say 
they had a licence to drive first generation 
trams before second-generation trams. It’s 


a great thing to add to your CV!” 

If you are interested in becoming part 
of our volunteer tram crew, please e-mail: 
volunteering@tramway.co.uk or complete 
our enquiry form on: www.tramway.co.uk 
Picture: National Tramway Museum 
(Volunteer driver Hannah Douthwaite) 
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Work on Quest progressing 


Work to get former Merseyside 
PTE Quest B-type/ 
Locomotors C844 OBG 
running again is making 
progress at the Merseyside 
Transport Trust’s (MTT) 
facility at Burscough. 
Mechanical work including 
new radiator, air tank, track 
rod ends and brake parts had 
been completed by early June, 
and work is due to commence 
on body preparation prior to 
a repaint in MPTE livery. It is 
the last survivor of six similar 
buses purchased by MPTE 


in 1984 for the International 
Garden Festival, but it did not 
actually see service as it was 
sold, along with three others 
(B927/9/31 KWM), to Millers 
of Foxton in 1986. 

In June 1989 C844 OBG left 
Millers, passing to Welwyn & 
Hatfield Line but its stay there 
was short, the company selling 
out to Sovereign the following 
January with C844 OBG 
passing briefly into Sovereign 
ownership before onward sale 
to Unity 70 Youth Clubs for 
Handicapped Children of 


North London in May 1990, 
where it was used to transport 
club members. 

Withdrawn in 1998 the 
vehicle was stored by the club in 
Edmonton. In January 2008 it 
passed back to Andrew Miller, 
a member of the Miller family 
and returned to Foxton. In 
November 2017 Andrew placed 
it on long-term loan to the MTT 
for restoration, after which it 
will appear in service on the 
Trust’s open days etc. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: ANDY RIGBY 


Manchester’s 
Trip Advisor 
‘Hall of Fame’ 
award 

The Museum of Transport 
Greater Manchester has 
been awarded a ‘Hall of 
Fame’ certificate by travel 
review website www. 
tripadvisor.com after 
having attained a four-star 
plus visitor rating in each 
of the last five years. The 
museum attracts some 
20,000 visitors a year and 
is regularly listed by Trip 
Advisor reviewers as one 
of the top twenty things 
to do in Manchester. 

Museum head of Marketing 
Adam Stephenson said 
‘We like to think we’re 
visitor-orientated, much 
more than a shed full of 
buses. So we’re delighted 
that visitors have voted 
us for five years as one of 
the must-do attractions in 
Manchester.’ 




PD I awakes from its slumbers 


The Museum of Transport 
Greater Manchester has begun 
overhaul work on rare 8ft-wide 


Leyland PD1, Oldham 246. 
Very few of the wide PD 1/3 
variant were built, as by the 


time new construction and 
use regulations were widely 
adopted, the PD1 was already 
on the way out to be replaced 
by the PD2. One customer 
was Oldham Corporation, 
who took delivery of 246 as 
part of a batch of buses with 
handsome Roe bodies in 
1947. 

The batch was delivered in 
crimson and ivory with miles 
of municipal lining out, and 
pounded the streets between 
the dark satanic mills until the 
last survivor, 246, became the 


only PD1 to see service with 
the new SELNEC PTE in 
1969. 

No 246 was preserved and 
restored in original livery but 
fell on hard times and outdoor 
storage, which did the teak 
Roe body no favours, until it 
was bought by the Museum. 
Work is now well under way 
to bring 246 back to tip-top 
condition and a completion 
date in the next couple of years 
is on the horizon. 

Report and picture: 

PAUL WILLIAMS/MoTGM 



8 


www.presbuspublishing.com 














Wythall Commemorates 40 years since the production 
MCW Metrobus joined West Midlands Travel 



On Bank Holiday Monday 28 
May, The Transport Museum, 
Wythall Open Day celebrated 
the 40th anniversary of the 
first production Metrobus 
entering service with West 
Midlands Travel. Not only 
were nine Metrobuses on 
display, but the Wythall team 
was proud to host 18 members 
of the original engineering 
and design team from MCW, 
each having played an 
important part in the creation 
and building of this reliable 
workhorse. 

The visit was the brainchild 
of Andrew Gardner, a long¬ 
time volunteer at Wythall 
and formerly Chief Designer, 
bodies at MCW. He was 
ably supported by John 
Seale who spent a number of 
years in Quality Control as 
Certification Engineer. John’s 
job was to carry out the final 
testing of all Metrobuses 
before delivery, ensuring that 
they were fit for public use. 

Andrew Gardner said: The 
Metrobus was the last double- 
decker to be manufactured 
in the West Midlands and for 


many years was the mainstay 
of the fleet that served the 
West Midlands conurbation. 
The MCW design team 
reached a peak of 50 during its 
production life, which ended 
nearly 30 years ago, so I’m 
very pleased that not only did 
we manage to make contact 
with so many key members of 
the team but that 18 turned 
up from across the UK to 
celebrate this great vehicle’. 

John Seale added: ‘To see so 
many old colleagues standing 


proudly in front of Wythall’s 
6835, MCW’s 1978 NEC 
Motor Show exhibit, brought 
a tear to my eye. This bus was 
very much a team effort and 
we were extremely proud of 
what we had created, a vehicle 
that provided decades of 
reliable service, not just across 
the West Midlands but as far 
away as Hong Kong’. 

Both of Wythall’s Metrobus 
exhibits were on display and on 
service during the day — Mk 
1 6835 and Mk 2 2811. Seven 


other Metrobuses were also 
present and a ‘Happy Hour’ 
was organised from 13.00 to 
enable visitors to travel on 
all nine buses between the 
Museum and the Maypole. 

The Museum advises that 
it was very happy with visitor 
numbers, no doubt some were 
also visiting the Model Bus 
Federation West Midlands 
area meet which was held in 
the Scania Hall. 

Pictures: NIGEL 
APPLEFORD 
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Delaine Museum Declared Open 



Delaine Buses’ Museum is 
now officially open following 
a special ceremony at the 
Lincolnshire operator’s 
premises. 

The museum, run by 
the Delaine Heritage 
Trust operates from a 
purpose-built facility at the 
legendary operator’s Bourne, 
Lincolnshire premises. 

Managing director Anthony 
Delaine-Smith told the 
70 invited guests that the 
museum was ‘a dream come 
true. ‘’Unlike most businesses 
we are fortunate to have all 
the ingredients to establish a 
museum with the buses as its 
centrepiece. 

‘I would like to think that 
our museum would ensure 
the name Delaine lives on in 
perpetuity.” 

Anthony considered that 
his late father Hugh would be 
looking down with a big smile 
on his face.” 

Hugh’s decision 40 years 
ago to preserve the company’s 
last halfcab bus, 1960 Yeates- 
bodied Leyland PD3, RCT 3, 
formally began the family’s 


involvement with the heritage 
bus movement. ‘He always 
welcomed bus enthusiasts 
and photographers to the 
premises as he believed they 
were recording the history of 
the company and if you look 
around today at some of the 
articles and photos you can 
see now right he was,’ Anthony 
added. 

Buses in the heritage 
collection are KTL 780, a 1956 
Leyland Titan PD2/20 with 


Willowbrook bodywork new 
in 1956, ACT 540L a 1973 
Leyland Atlantean AN68 with 
Northern Counties bodywork 
and 1987 Leyland Tiger/Duple 
E100AFW. 

The newest vehicle is Ml 
OCT, a 1995 Volvo Olympian, 
with East Lancs body — 
Delaine’s last step entrance 
bus. 

On loan from Leicester 
Museums is 1958 Leyland 
Tiger Cub with Yeates body, 


MTL 780. 

RCT 3 operated a tour to 
Rippingale. Regular open days 
are being held at the museum 
www.delaineheritagetrust.org 

Our pictures show Delaine 
Buses managing director 
Anthony Delaine Smith, left 
with director Kevin Delaine- 
Smith. And the first vehicle to 
be preserved by Delaine, 1960 
Yeates-bodied Leyland PD3 
RCT 3. 

Pictures: NICK LARKIN 
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BusFest 

Success 

BusFest, based at Whittlesey, 
Cambridgeshire on 19 May 
featured some vehicles 
running to Peterborough, 
Turves and Yaxley. In addition 
a service operated to Ramsey, 
where a major classic car show 
took place. 

The many stars included 
UWW 8X, one of the oldest 
buses still operating in the 
Midlands and on contract 
work with Confidence of 
Leicester. 

The bus was among a batch 
of 20 delivered on lease to 
West Yorkshire PTE in 1982. 

The bus was reunited 
with sister vehicle UWW 
10X, which also served with 
Confidence and is now owned 
by North Yorkshire-based 
Connexions Buses drivers 
Nathan Merry weather and 
Stephen Longmire of BusFest 
organisers Eastern Bus Group. 

Said Nathan. We re pleased 
at how things went and ran 
more services than ever this 
year. Thanks to everyone for 
their support.’ 



Popular Guildford open day raises £1,600 for charities 


An estimated 3,000 people attended 
the open day at the Alexander Dennis 
bus chassis factory in Guildford on 
Saturday 11 May. The opportunity to 
look behind the scenes at Britain’s biggest 
bus manufacturer was enthusiastically 
embraced by local residents as well as 
visitors from as far afield as Hong Kong 
and Singapore. 

Tours of the plant, vehicle displays and 
rides, specialist talks on electrical systems 
and hybrid technology, and build-a-bus 
activities for children were just some of 
the attractions put on for visitors by a 
team of 40 volunteers from the company’s 
Guildford team. 

The event was held in support of two 
local charities, Challengers and Phyllis 
Tuckwell Hospice Care, with just short 
of £1,600 raised for their causes. Vintage 


vehicles displayed the breadth of the 
engineering and manufacturing heritage 
of Dennis, with lorries, lawn mowers, 
preserved buses and fire engines on 
show. A 1936 open-top Dennis Ace fire 
appliance lovingly known as ‘the Pig’ — in 
service until 1997 as the Dennis works’ 
own fire engine — offered rides around 
the local area that drew long queues. 

Park & ride buses and shuttles to railway 
stations were provided by preserved and 
modern buses with the kind support of 
vehicle owners and local bus operators 
including Stagecoach, Arriva, Cardinal 
Buses, Mortons Travel, Reptons Coaches, 
Safeguard Coaches, Southern Transit and 
White Bus Services. 

Production supervisor Claire Barrett, 
who led the organisation team, commented: 
T feel very honoured to have been involved 


in the open day, seeing so many people 
enjoying themselves, taking part in the 
activities, being curious and asking 
questions about the products and systems 
we use. The balance of content about the 
past, present and future of the company was 
just right and enjoyed by all. Many of our 
colleagues came along with their families 
and it was lovely to witness their pride at 
working for such an iconic company.’ 
Picture: ALEXANDER DENNIS 
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A touch of 



A former Wallasey Leyland Atlantean has been restored in 
Merseyside PTE’s blue Wirral livery. JOHN CHERRY reports. 



Wallasey 6 (FHF 456) is a Metro- 
Cammell-bodied Leyland Atlantean 
PDR1 delivered in 1959 and entering 
service in September of that year. It was 
one of 30 ordered by Wallasey including 
the first ever Atlantean to enter service, 
the famous No 1 (FHF 451), which had 
been in the fleet since December 1958. 

REMARKABLE 

This was quite remarkable for a small 
municipal fleet, the neighbouring 
Birkenhead continued to buy Leyland 
PD2s until 1967 not receiving its first 
Atlanteans until the following year, 
although it did have a small batch of early 
Daimler Fleetlines. The much larger 
Liverpool fleet across the water had but 
one, E2, until it received the first of a 
large fleet in 1962. 

No 6 settled down on the busy New 
Brighton services, with occasional 
hires to Crosville, for which a suitable 
destination display was provided. The 
furthest such trip would have been the 
one undertaken in 1969 by several of the 
batch to Caernarfon for the investiture 
of the Prince of Wales. This trip would 
have entailed a lengthy diversion around 
Conway to avoid the bridges of the castle 
walls. 

Following renewal of the CoF at seven 
years old the Atlanteans were converted 
to OMO with initially the top deck closed 
off by a small door and a repaint in a 
simpler version of the Wallasey livery. 

The Atlanteans continued as before, all 
still allocated to Seaview Road depot until 
the merger of the three municipalities to 
form the MPTE in 1969. 

NEW LIVERY 

A new Wirral division livery of blue and 
Primrose started being applied in 1970 
and along with a re trim in blue, and rear 
destination screens being panelled or 
painted over. The buses initially kept their 

Left: Former Wallasey Atlantean looks at 
home in Merseyside PTE blue. 

PHILIP LAMB 

Top right: The unmistakable lines of the 
early Metro-Cammell-bodied Leyland 
Atlantean leading to certain unkind 
people referring to them as ‘tin boxes’. 
Some 60 years on, they have become a 
true classic. PHILIP LAMB 

Right: ‘Is that the last I’ll see of Sea Green?’ 
No 6 poses with sister No I and Wallasey- 
liveried MPTE 1788. JOHN CHERRY 
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fleet Nos until 1971/72 when they were 
renumbered 201-30. 

With the arrival of a large number 
of PDR1 and AN68s both new and 
secondhand from Birkenhead, their days 
were numbered, although some survived 
long enough to be painted in the new 
Verona green livery. 


No 206 was withdrawn in 1973 and 
chosen for conversion into a mobile 
uniform store with racking and changing 
cubicles replacing all except the first pair 
of seats, and a hole cut in the floor upstairs 
to pass the uniforms down! At the same 
time the quaint interior light bulbs and 
holders were removed and light tubes fitted 


powered from external cables at the depots. 
The heaters were removed and the bus was 
reclassified as an HGV and numbered CL1 
in the PTE fleet, gaining the nickname 
‘Cliff’ amongst the staff. In the early 1980s 
the now very tired bus was retired after 
some 25 years of service, being replaced by 
1222 a 1972 Alexander PDR2. 
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PRESERVATION 

At this point the North-west Transport 
Society enquired about ‘Cliff’ and were 
allowed to collect the bus from Edge 
Lane works and drive her to its base at 
Burtonwood, later towing it to the new 
museum at St Helens. 

No 206 then remained unrestored 
but on display for some 27 years, until 
a change of policy saw her sold to new 
owners based at Hooton airfield who 


started engine and got the bus mobile 
using a five-gallon drum of fuel. 

New owners at the NWVRT in Kirkby 
then acquired no 206 to avoid a planned 
sale to France to become a burger bar. 

Before moving, the bus was posed with 
Wallasey Nos 1 and 1788, both of which 
are in Wallasey livery. 

The mechanics were found to be in very 
good condition as was the framework, 
so the decision was taken to restore the 


exterior as MPTE 206 cl972 and attend 
the Wirral bus and tram show in October 
2018 as a work in progress’. 

RESTORATION 

Most panels were replaced except for 
some original fibreglass ones which when 
rubbed down revealed lots of Wallasey 
yellow, The engine cover was in very 
poor condition being in three pieces held 
together by filler and riveted metal and 
requiring a full rebuild. The nearside 
between ‘deck panels had all been 
damaged when the upstairs seats had 
been removed by using a chisel to cut the 
bolts. 

The floor covering was replaced in 
green and the sidewalls in blue Rexene, 
the original green material, painted blue, 
was still fitted, but fitting green material 
and painting it blue was taking originality 
too far! The original wiring was still 
there just tied up inside the holes so 
new holders from Screwfix (£1.96 each) 
were connected up. Bulbs were sourced 
from Bosun Bobs Chandlers in Bangor 
NI (£2.86 each), exactly the same bulbs 
as fitted when new, except now they 
are made for boats. The stainless steel 
reflective light discs were sourced from 
a company in Ellesmere Port that makes 
panels for Class 175 and 158 trains. It was 
then discovered that we needed two more 

Top left: The Atlantean awaits restoration. 

JOHN CHERRY 

Top right: Between decks panels removed 
for replacement. JOHN CHERRY 

Centre: Panels replaced, but more to go! 

JOHN CHERRY 

Bottom: Lower-deck panelling complete; 
original ‘Sea Green’ exposed on 
fibreglass panels. JOHN CHERRY 
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Top: Completed vehicle sports early 
MPTE logo. PHILIP LAMB 


Centre: Upper- and lower-deck completed 
to near-original spec. PHILIP LAMB 

Bottom: PTE blue and Wallasey ‘Sea 
Green* reunited! HUGH JONES 


as the bell pushes had them as well, so the 
upstairs bell pushes have DVD computer 
discs behind them. 

In October 2018, No 206 attended the 
Wirral show, painted blue. Intensive work 
on the suspension, heating system and 
seating followed at Central Bus Works in 
Stafford, before returning to Liverpool for 
Avalon signs to fit the PTE logo and fleet 
numbers. 

The final touches included destination 
boxes and original blinds supplied by 
John Nolan, the owner of No 1, and new 
numbers made by McKennas enabling 
206 to appear complete at the NWVRT 
running day in June 2019 alongside No 
1 for the first time since 1972. Another 
Wallasey Atlantean, No 15 survives in the 
care of the Merseyside Transport Trust. It 
would be nice to see it restored in the later 
Wallasey livery. 
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Following the formation 
of Merseyside PTE, the 
livery went through a 
number of changes both 
major and minor. Here 
are some examples ... 


Above: L646 (646 KD) was a 
member of Liverpool’s initial 
batch of Metro-Cammell- 
bodied Leyland PDRI/ls and 
was new in 1964. It is seen 
here still in Liverpool livery, 
but with Merseyside PTE 
logos. Here it approaches 
Liverpool’s Pier Head 
followed by an unidentified 
Ribble Leyland PD3. 

Left: Also bound for the Pier 
Head is No 1401 (EKD40IL) 
one of a total of East Lancs¬ 
bodied Leyland AN68, No 1401 
being part of the original batch 
of such buses new in 1973. 
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Top left: No 49 (FDJ 349C) was 
a former St Helens MCCW- 
bodied Leyland PD2A/30 
new in 1965. These buses did 
not wear the PTE livery well, 
especially given the attractive 
St Helens livery which had 
been superseded. 

Top right: In the same livery 
is MCW-bodied Merseyside 
3023 (CKC 323L) one of 50 
Daimler Fleetlines delivered 
to the Wirral division in 1973. 

Right: Alexander first joined 
the list of Merseyside’s 
double-deck bodywork 
suppliers in 1969, and was 
still there at the end in 
1984. Amongst the last was 
AN68 1940 (ACM 740X) 
new in 1982. It is seen here 
wearing the short-lived 
two-tone green ‘Merseybus* 
livery introduced following 
privatisation. 





1 0, Liverpool 
































;:i DAVID JUKES presents this month’s round-up of 
older buses still working in the UK and abroad. 


Operating on the eastern side of Cyprus is 
Original Red Bus which provides tours of 
Protaras, Ayia Napa, Pernera, Kapparis and 
surrounding areas using five open-top double- 
deckers exported from the UK. These include 
three 1984 Leyland Olympians; (I) KTL 981 
Ruby, an Eastern Coach Works-bodied bus 
new to Ribble as its 2140 (AI40 MRN), plus (2) 
KXU 499 Daisy and (3) KYE 658 Millie, both 
Roe-bodied buses new to Bristol Omnibus as 


its 9555 (A955 THW) and 9563 (A963 THW) 
respectively. (4) Also operating in the vicinity 
is Cyprus Love Wedding Bus MHM 862, a 1987 
ECW-bodied Leyland Olympian new to London 
Buses as its L235 (D235 FYM). 

The western end of Cyprus hosts the 
Original Pafos Sightseeing Tour upon which 
three Leyland Olympians are regularly used 
including (5) TKZF 749, a 1988 Northern 
Counties bus new to South Yorkshire Road 


OPEN-TOP CYPRUS 



Transport of Pontefract as its 107 (TWY 7) 
which was later registered E767 LBT during 
its subsequent UK service. Also used is (6) 
KZP36l,a 1991 all-Leyland Olympian new to 
Colchester Borough Transport as its 49 (H49 
MJN). Wedding parties are also catered for 
in the area with the Jack & Sons Transport 
operated (7) LBQ 970, a 1992 Alexander 
RH-bodied Leyland Olympian new to London 
Buses as its L339 (J339 BSH) and more recently 
a convertible open-topper in the Original 
London Sightseeing Tour fleet. 

Pictures: CHRIS MARTIN 


JULY 2019 CORRECTION 

Readers Kevin Pankhurst and Neil Tidbury have 
both very kindly contacted B&CP to advise last 
month’s lower picture on page 16 features Our Bus 
of Beighton TIL 4724, a 1993 Van Hool T8 Alizee- 
bodied Volvo BI0M-60 new to Parks of Hamilton 
registered LSK 473. Thank you, gentlemen. 
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MANX PARTY BUZZ 

Passing through Laxey on the Isle of Man is BMN 65P, a 
1989 Northern Counties-bodied Leyland Olympian new 
to the Isle of Man Department of Tourism and Transport 
(which traded as Isle of Man Transport) in roofed form 
as its No 65. The bus passed to Mann Sightseeing Tours 
of Ballasalla, with which it was converted to its 
current partial open-top form in 2012. 

Picture: MALCOLM FLYNN 
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AUSTRALIAN SIGHTSEEING TOURS 


(I) Darwin is the Northern Territory of 
Australia’s capital city and hosts six former 
Hong Kong-operated triaxle MCW ‘Super’ 
Metrobus Mklls operated by Big Bus Darwin. 
MO-4077 was new to China Motor Bus in 1983 
as its ML40 (DA 8454) reaching the Top End via 
the Sydney City Sightseeing Tour. 

The City Sightseeing Melbourne fleet is a 
100% Gardner-engined fleet of Leyland open- 


top double-deckers, its mix of Olympians 
and Titans operating two routes around 
the city. (2) 9350-AO, one of five Titans 
operated, was new to London Transport in 
1980 as its TI79 (CUL 179V) and is seen at 
Waterfront City. (3) Newer sister 9351-AO, 
photographed departing Station Pier with 
the Spirit of Tasmania overnight ferry behind 
was new in 1984 to London Transport as its 


Tl 110 (Bl 10 WUV). (4) There are two former 
City of Oxford Alexander RL-bodied Leyland 
Olympians which made the journey to Australia 
via Garden of Eden of Malta (but were not 
operated there) including 8515-AO, new in 
1988 as 229 (E229 CFC) and pictured here at 
The District Docklands. 

Pictures: TOM GRAHAM 
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PRESIDENT PIONEER 



Lothian Buses acquired four Plaxton President-bodied Dennis Tridents in 2000 as its Nos 31-34 (W63I-634 PSX), this country’s first permanent 
open-top buses bought new since Maidstone & District acquired six open-top Weymann-bodied Leyland TD5s in 1939 as its OTI-6 (FKO 225- 
230). The first of the Lothian batch, W63I PSX, is seen at Liverpool’s Royal Albert Dock on 23 May in the ownership of Liverpool City Sights Ltd 
as its No 304. Picture: MALCOLM FLYNN 
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TREGONY SCHOOLS 


Departing well-loaded from the 
school in the Cornish village of 
Tregony on 23 April are two Volvo 
Olympians in the Roselyn’s of Par 
fleet. MHZ 1473, in Roselyn’s fleet 
livery, is a Alexander RH-bodied bus 
new to Metroline as its AV32 (SI32 
RLE) in 1998 while Dublin Bus-liveried 
and Alexander (Belfast)-bodied YEZ 
6670 was new to Dublin Bus as its 
RV5I2 (99-D-5I2), reaching Cornwall 
via Happy Al’s of Birkenhead with 
which it was registered T453 KDM. 
Pictures: DWR PICTURE LIBRARY 
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XL202I 


RESTORATION 

on a working man s budget 

Two of the final Southern Vectis Bristol LHS deliveries are actively 
preserved on the Isle of Wight. DAVID JUKES crosses The Solent 
to discover more about KDL 202 & 203W. 


Southern Vectis operated fourteen 
different Bristol LHS midibuses, acquired 
new and second-hand, between 1969 and 
2002. Not all were in service at the same 
time - a maximum of ten was achieved 
in 1981/82, as may be gleaned from 
the accompanying table, with just two 
remaining between 1990 and 2001: KDL 
202&203W. 



The 26ft-length Bristol LHS was well- 
suited for those Southern Vectis routes 
serving narrow country lanes and urban 
estate roads where larger buses struggled 
to fit. The chassis type was classified by 
the National Bus Company (NBC) as a 
lightweight vehicle, its policy restricting 
these to a seven-year service life before 
withdrawal and disposal. Several of the 
Southern Vectis-owned LHSs virtually 
complied with this edict while others 
remained a lot longer - KDL 202 & 203W 
most noticeably by serving the NBC and 
privatised Southern Vectis operations into 
the 21st century. 

Above: NBC green and white-liveried 202 
leads Southern Vectis sand and emerald 
green-liveried sister 203 after crossing 
the Island Line at Ryde St John’s station 
during the Rydabus event on 18 May 2019. 
All pictures: DAVID JUKES 

Left: KDL 202W has been a stalwart of the 
running day and rally scene for several 
years; it is about to negotiate a sizeable 
puddle in the original Winchester bus 
station during the 2013 Friends of King 
Alfred Buses running day on I January. 


DUAL-PURPOSE 

Just one Bristol LHS was bodied by 
Eastern Coach Works (ECW) as a coach, 
albeit using its standard bus-outline 
body shell. THX 618M was delivered to 
Timpson’s of London SE6 in NBC’s white 
National coach livery with seating to full 
coach standards in August 1973. It was 
also fitted with two lift-up roof hatches 
and additional sliding windows to improve 
ventilation. Exterior polished trim and 
a small front destination box were also 
specified for its intended role. 

The LHS passed to National Travel 
(South East) in January 1974 when the 
NBC’s London-area coach fleets were 
reorganised. THX 618M then transferred 
to Southern Vectis in May 1978, remaining 
on the Isle of Wight until its November 
1982 sale to British Caledonian Airways. 

But it undoubtably influenced the final 
Southern Vectis LHS deliveries as Nos 
202-204 (KDL 202-204W) were 31-seat 
ECW-bodied dual-purpose vehicles with 
similar external brightwork to their elder 
second-hand sister, albeit with standard 
destination displays (to which style 
DPI/201 was converted). These were 
delivered in October 1980 but stored 
unlicensed until January 1981, being 
intended for transfer duties where their 
coach-style seating and relatively small size 
could be put to good use. However, they 
were more often seen on stage carriage 
services alongside their bus-seated sisters. 

KDL 202W 

No 202 (KDL 202W) was acquired for 
preservation by the Isle of Wight-based 
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202 Group directly from Southern Vectis 
in October 2001. The deal included 
its repainting by the operator in NBC 
green/white dual-purpose livery, and this 
paintwork is still borne by the Bristol in 
2019. 

The owning group, which included 
202’s current owner Ben Bartram, sold 
the bus to fellow preservationist Richard 
Sinclair in 2007. He, in turn, passed 202 
to Jason Rayner for continued preservation 
three years later. 

A chance conversation between Jason 
and Ben saw the latter acquire the Bristol 
in October 2013: ‘202 is not restored as 
such,’ he considers. Tt essentially remains 
in ex-service condition carrying its original 
NBC livery, which is my preference. 

T have done very little more than 
routine maintenance, although it has 
required the full rear-axle treatment 
of relined brakes and new hub seals,’ 

Ben continues. T am planning to 
address its scruffiness although it is very 
representative of the later mid-1980s when 
202 and 203 were in service together; 

202 in quite tatty NBC livery and 203 in 
newly-applied Southern Vectis emerald 
green and sand.’ 


KDL 203W 

No 203 (KDL 203W) took a few years 
longer than sister 202 to gain preserved 
status. It was sold by Southern Vectis to 
Hamps Valley Coaches of Leek (Staffs) in 
February 2002 with which it was mainly 
used on school duties for three years. 

It passed via dealer Mike Nash to a pair 
of Isle of Wight preservationists intending 
to restore the bus to Southern Vectis 
livery. 

The Bristol was stored undercover 
for several years before passing to Leon 
Mclnnes for continued preservation on 
the island. Assistance was given by Nigel 
Harris to rebuild its front end; pillars 
were realigned and other repairs carried 
out to ensure the dash panel could be 
refitted (it is thought 203 was moved more 
than once using agricultural plant without 
its owner’s knowledge). 

‘Nigel had driven 202 and 203 in 
service and showed a keen interest in 
203 when its owner had to sell in 2017,’ 
explains Ben. ‘Neither of us wanted to 
take it on alone, but we knew Leo Roberts 
- who owns Southern Vectis Bristol VRT 
628 - was also interested so we agreed to 
buy the bus as a trio. 


Above left: The Bristol LHS was well- 
suited for routes serving country 
lanes, as demonstrated by 202 when 
photographed from following 203 on 
route from Havenstreet to Ryde during 
this year’s Rydabus event. 

Above: No 202 descends St John’s Road, 
Ryde, on route to the Isle of Wight Bus & 
Coach Museum on 18 May 2019. It carries 
the final of three windscreen designs 
fitted by ECW to its bodywork on the LHS 
chassis - a shallow flat windscreen was 
followed by a deeper flat windscreen then 
the curved units demonstrated by 202. 

Below left: The LHS’s short length and 
relatively high floor made it appear quite 
dumpy, although the ECW bodywork’s 
appearance was improved through the 
use of longer window bays than those 
on its bus bodies for Bristol RE and 
VRT chassis. The dual-purpose livery 
variants carried by 202 and 203 also assist 
appearances. 

Below: The Bristol LHS was designed to 
accept bodywork of 7ft 6ins, as an option, 
instead of the industry standard 8ft 
2/2ins. The narrower width, as carried by 
202 and 203, found considerable support 
within the NBC during the LHS range’s 
later years. 

‘We have a good balance in terms of 
practical and organisational skills,’ he 
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adds. ‘Nigel is a skilled coachbuilder, Leo 
is brilliant at obtaining parts and I have a 
lot of industry and preservation contacts. 
It is essentially preservation on a working 
man’s budget as we have to be sensible 
and very cautious about what we do and 
how we do it.’ 

The clutch and hydraulic system had 
received attention before purchase, but 


neither were quite right: ‘We learnt about 
the Bristol’s hydraulics the hard way,’ says 
Nigel. ‘They were proving a nightmare 
to get right - and when the system went 
bang, we decided to start again from the 
front and work towards the back. 

‘We found incorrectly fitted parts and 
all manner of wrongs,’ he continues. ‘The 
gearbox proved horrendous to remove in 


order to access the clutch plate, for which 
we called in Dinah Forbes of Prestige 
Clutches - she did an absolutely superb 
job relining it.’ 

The group also discovered 203 had 
clutch air pressure of rather less than the 
required 60psi, fitting new valves and 
checking the slave cylinder, but to no avail. 
The answer lay within the Isle of Wight 

Top left: No 203 turns into St John’s Road, 
Ryde, on route to Havenstreet from 
the Isle of Wight Bus & Coach Museum. 
The Bristol’s dual-purpose status was 
recognised by Southern Vectis on the 
introduction of its first post-NBC livery 
of emerald green and sand; 203’s livery 
layout is the reverse of that carried by 
similarly repainted buses. 

Top right: The ECW bodywork fitted to 
the Bristol LHS featured a one-piece rear 
window with an emergency door in the 
rear-most offside bay. This arrangement 
enabled the fitting of boots to Nos 202- 
204 to assist their intended transfer duty 
usage. The external brightwork copied 
from THX 6I8M is very apparent. 

Centre: The three 1980 Southern Vectis 
Bristol LHSs formed part of 14 such 
vehicles bodied by ECW that year - these 
and five others being built to a slightly 
modified 8-metre (26ft 5%ins) length, 
producing a slightly longer rear overhang 
and rear bay. 

Far left: The Bristol LHS’s underfloor- 
mounted engine ensured boarding 
and alighting was not the easiest to 
undertake, particularly when compared 
to the contemporary rear-engined Bristol 
RE bus or current low-floor models. 

Upper left: The driver’s cab of KDL 203W 
contains standard Bristol and ECW 
features, although the LHS’s manual 
transmission ensures a gearstick and 
clutch pedal are also present. 

Lower left: KDL 202W’s interior features 
ECW’s standard high-backed seating 
covered with NBC’s standard moquette 
of the early-1980s. Longitudinal luggage 
racks were also fitted to assist its 
intended duties. 
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THE SOUTHERN VECTIS BRISTOL LHS FLEET 


Fleet No 

Registration 

Bodywork 

Acquired 

Withdrawn 

Notes 

832 

NDL768G 

Marshall B35F 

1969 (new) 

1977 


833 

NDL 769G 

Marshall B35F 

1969 (new) 

1977 


834 

NDL770G 

Marshall B35F 

1969 (new) 

1982 


835 

NDL77IG 

Marshall B35F 

1969 (new) 

1982 


836 

HDL4I2N 

ECW B35F 

1975 (new) 

1983 


837 

HDL4I3N 

ECW B35F 

1975 (new) 

1983 


838 

HDL4I4N 

ECW B35F 

1975 (new) 

1984 


839 

HDL4I5N 

ECW B35F 

1975 (new) 

1984 


DPI 

THX6I8M 

ECW DP29F 

1978 (ex-National Travel South East) 

1982 

New to Timpson’s in 1973. Renumbered 201 in 1980 

202 

KDL 202W 

ECW DP3IF 

1981 (new) 

2001 


203 

KDL203W 

ECW DP3IF 

1981 (new) 

2001 


204 

KDL 204W 

ECWDP3IF 

1981 (new) 

1989 

To Southern Vectis-owned Solent Blue Line (withdrawn 1990) 

200 

FDV 793V 

ECW B35F 

1986 (ex-Devon General 1563) 

1988 

New to Western National in 1980. To Solent Blue Line (withdrawn 1990) 

201 

LFJ 849W 

ECW B35F 

1986 (ex-Devon General 95) 

1988 

New to Western National in 1980. To Solent Blue Line (withdrawn 1990) 


Bus Museum’s archives and the Bristol 
service bulletins contained therein. These 
contained detailed revisions made to the 
original specification which had not found 
their way into the Bristol LH workshop 
manuals. Correct key settings were duly 
put in place on the pedal assembly and 
clutch arm - problem solved! 

Attention was also given to 203’s 
interior. Its seats (and 202’s) are identical 
to those fitted to ECW’s dual-purpose 
vehicle output from the late-1960s 
through to the early-1980s on Bristol 
RE, VRT and LH chassis. Some were 
retrimmed using reclaimed moquette 
from bus seats of the same pattern 
to retain the in-service look without 
breaking the bank, the opportunity also 
being taken to repaint the seat frames and 
clean the interior surfaces. 

The exterior was not neglected; out 
came the front and rear screens and 
destination box glass and on went the 
first post-NBC green Southern Vectis 
livery of sand with emerald green window 
surrounds. The roof was manually stripped 
and repainted during summer 2017, while 
the stainless-steel trim was laboriously 
taken off pre-repaint and replaced 
afterwards: Tt was a particularly horrible 
job as the trim had to be done by hand,’ 
recalls Nigel. ‘We found the missing 
lengths and infill strip but still had to deal 
with around 400 fixing points...’ 

No 203 made its debut at last year’s Isle 
of Wight Bus Museum ‘Beer and Buses’ 
event but was kept on light duties owing 
to the aforementioned clutch issues. 
Binding brakes proved a problem last 
Christmas - Dinah Forbes relined the 
rear brake shoes and the owning group 

Right: No 203 makes a mid-afternoon 
descent of St John’s Road, Ryde, towards 
the conclusion of a Rydabus service 3 
working from Havenstreet on 18 May 2019. 


took the opportunity to renew hub seals 
while the wheels were off. 

‘The nearside brake actuator had seized 
which then caused the brakes to bind,’ 
explains Nigel. ‘We also discovered a 
spring brake needed replacement, for 
which we had a spare to hand. We have 
also replaced the brake system’s steel 
hoses with rubber pipes.’ 

The Bristol LHS made its full debut at 
this Easter’s Bristol vehicle gathering at 
The Transport Museum, Wythall, in the 
company of TDL 563K, the Isle of Wight 
Bus Museum’s ex-Southern Vectis dual- 
purpose Bristol RE. This is fitted with 
former Leyland Olympian coach seats; a 
similar vehicle providing the mechanical 
parts for 203’s windscreen wiper assembly, 
suitably modified for the narrower LHS. 

GOING FORWARD 

‘We have got an owning group who 
divide and conquer to keep restoration 
and maintenance costs down,’ considers 


Nigel. ‘We need our spread of skills and 
we are very fortunate to know a lot of 
people around the country; Steve Cocks 
of the Cornwall Bus Preservation Group 
is a former Western National fitter - and 
a Bristol LH expert - who has proved 
invaluable.’ 

‘No 203 was a relatively quick 
restoration,’ adds Ben. ‘We bought it in 
February 2017 but didn’t want to take too 
long so put our own buses on hold. We 
have been prepared to ask, prepared to 
listen and prepared to do. 

‘The two LHSs have nearly always 
been together and that will most likely 
continue. Both will be used as it is not 
ideal to have them sat doing nothing, 
although ferry costs prevent us doing too 
much on the mainland.’ 

Our thanks to Ben Bar tram, Nigel Harris 
and Leo Roberts for their kind assistance and 
hospitality - and for fitting B&CP’s visit and 
photography around Day One of this years 
Rydabus event. 
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Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 



BRISTOL LH 



LINCOLNSHIRE P 


kegnes: 



The LH first entered service in 
1969 replacing the Bristol SU, 
the designation standing for 
Lightweight chassis, Horizontal 
engine, complementing the Bristol 
RE for those in need of a lighter 
vehicle. 

The standard LH was 30ft 
long, but was also available in 26ft 
(LHS) and 36ft (LHL) lengths. 
The chassis was 7ft 6in wide but 
bodies up to 8.17 ft wide, the then 
maximum width, could be fitted. 

The chassis was available with 
either the Leyland 0.400 (later 
Leyland 0.401) or Perkins H6.35 
engines. The engine was 
positioned in the centre of the 
chassis but its relatively high 
position meant that several steps 
were needed in the entrance. 

The usual gearbox was a Turner- 
Clark synchromesh five-speed 
with overdrive top gear, whilst the 
front and rear axles were sourced 
from Leyland s Bathgate factory. 
Some buses, however, were fitted 
with Self-Changing Gears semi¬ 
automatic transmission and 
power steering. The radiator was 
positioned at the front of the 
chassis, the suspension consisting 
of half-elliptical leaf springs. 

Here we look only at LH 
models fitted with standard ECW 
bus bodywork. Others wait for 
another day! 
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Opposite page: Early ECW-bodied LHs 
had flat fronts similar to that fitted 
to the larger Bristol RE. Seen here 
in relatively uncommon NBC dual- 
purpose guise is Lincolnshire 1661 
(JVL 6I5H), a 1969 41-seat LH6P. 


New in 1975 as Western National 
1618 (HTT 373N), this LH6L joined 
North Devon following the pre¬ 
privatisation division of Western 
National and was allocated to 
Tiverton becoming, as seen here, 
Red Bus 1618 (HTT 373N) for a 
while and is seen bound for the 
High Park Estate in Bideford. It 
would later become the fleet’s 
driver trainer. The standard seating 
capacity for an LH bus was 43. 


United ran a substantial fleet of 
LHs. Here 1975-built LH6L 1661 
(MGR 661P) heads for Ripon in post¬ 
privatisation days. 


This page: Eastern Counties was 
another LH6L fan. Here 1977 LH925 
(WEX 925S) prepares to depart for 
that favourite ECOC destination 
‘Service’ — most helpful to 
intending passengers! LH925 later 
spent time with Van Hee Training in 
Gateshead. 

New to Bristol as its 442 
(WAE 294T), this 1979 LH6L was 
transferred to Hants & Dorset 
becoming No 3837. Following the 
division of Hants & Dorset, No 3837 
joined Hampshire Bus before being 
sold to North-east independent 
Trimdon Motor Services. 


Leaving Hants & Dorset for the other 
side of the division (Wilts & Dorset) 
was 3854 (AFB 590V) an LH6L new in 
1980 as Bristol Omnibus 459. As can 
be seen here, the front overhang had 
been modified to provide clearance 
on the boat’s ramps when using the 
Swanage Ferry, thus ensuring its 
longevity — it was not scrapped until 
1999. 
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The Northern Counties Paladin Volvo 8/08s new to Trent had incredibly 
long service lives and earned a major following amongst local enthusiasts. 
Now, as NICK LARKIN reports, one has been superbly restored. 


Listening to many local enthusiasts 
waxing lyrical means you might even 
find yourself agreeing that the buses we 
are about to discuss are almost the East 
Midlands answer to the London’s AEC 
Routemaster — well at least in a 1990s 
Volvo single-decker kind of a way! 

The Northern Counties Paladin-bodied 
Volvo BlOBs were new to Trent and a 
familiar sight with that operator and its 
sister Wellglade Group subsidiaries for 
almost 25 years. Not quite Routemaster 
longevity but a most credible service 
record. Undeniably fine workhorses, the 
vehicles operated across Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire. 

A couple of the BlOBs still live on with 
other operators, and now an example has 


been superbly restored in Trent colours, to 
the joy of many. 

SO WHAT IS ABI0B? 

Launched at the 1992 Commercial Motor 
Show, the Volvo B10B as the company’s 
rear engine single-decker, as opposed 
to the underfloor-engined B10M. It 
ostensibly replaced the Leyland Lynx in 
Britain and was built in this country for 
the British market. 

The bus featured Volvo’s 9.6-litre engine. 
It remained in production until 2001, 
gradually being replaced by the low-floor 
Volvo B10BLE. 

Apart from Wellglade, major operators 
included GM Buses North, Oxford Bus 
Company and Yorkshire Rider. 


The Northern Counties body was a major 
success for the Wigan-based manufacturer, 
being built on Dennis, Scania, DAF and 
Volvo chassis from 1991-1998. 

L102 LRA was numerically the second 
among an initial batch of 29 49-seat 
buses (L101-28/911 LRA) delivered to the 
Wellglade Group between August 1993 
and January 1994, and is today the oldest 
survivor. All the buses were new to Trent 
apart from LI24-8 LRA, which are listed 
as having originated with sister company 
Barton. 

They would be joined in December 
1994 by a further batch of buses, M129-38 
PRA, numbered 129-38 in the Trent fleet. 

TRENT 102 (LI02 LRA) 

L102 LRA, fleet number 102, was 
originally based at Langley Mill depot. 

The bus carried its chassis and body 
manufacturer’s badges for a number of 
weeks before losing them in line with 
Trent’s then policy of not displaying 
manufacturer’s names. 

The bus transferred to Notts and 
Derby, also part of the Wellglade group, 
in 2005. The Volvo was then based at 
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Dove Holes depot for college work at the 
University of Derby’s High Peak campus 
at Buxton. 

In 2008 it was repainted in blue and 
white UniBus livery and continued to 
serve primarily at Buxton before passing to 
High Peak Buses, a joint venture between 
Wellglade and Centrebus on 1 April 2012. 
No 102 was soon renumbered 681. 

As well as school services and UniBus 
work, even at 20 years’ old LI02 LRA 
made forays into service, including the 
prestige Transpeak route to Manchester. 

It was withdrawn in November 2015 and 
purchased for preservation. 

Many of 102/681’s sisters had also 
managed long service lives and some 
were retained as driver trainers within 
Wellglade, extending their careers to 
some 25 years. 

PRESERVATION 

By 2017, L102 LRA’s circumstances had 
changed and the bus faced conversion into 
a mobile home or being scrapped. 

T couldn’t see this happen and decided 
to buy the bus, said Michael Brent, who 
remembered the Trent Volvos from visits 
to his auntie and uncle in Ilkeston. 
Brought up in Oxfordshire and then 
Corby, Northants, Michael remembered 
Midland Red South Leyland Nationals 
and with United Counties under 
Stagecoach and Alexander PS-bodied 
Volvo BlOMs, which he got the chance 
to drive as trainers. Michael is now 
a driver with Stagecoach Midlands, 
originally based at Corby, and now, 
following the downgrading of that depot 
to an outstation, he has transferred to 
Kettering, Northants. 

Having bought L102 LRA, Michael set 
about beginning the restoration. The bus 
needed some new lower panels, fitted with 
the help of friends Jonathan Johansson 
and James Parkin. The paintwork was a 
mixture of red Trent livery at the front 
and red oxide, and I decided to have it 
redone professionally,’ said Michael. 

The bus was dispatched to Marden 
Commercials in Benfleet, Essex, and 
returned to Trent colours. They did a 
superb job — I was most impressed.’ 

Michael admits to some artistic licence. 
T didn’t like the black paint window 
surrounds on the Trent livery, and looking 
through some photos I found a picture of 
L101 LRA in a prototype colour scheme, 
so I opted basically for that,’ he revealed. 


Appropriate transfers were supplied 
by Decal Central/British Transport 
advertising and Michael replaced the 
maker’s badges, which, as previously 
mentioned, had been removed under 
Trent policy. 

Other work has been carried out on 
the bus by M. R. Judd at Bridge Garage 
in Guyhirn Cambridgeshire, including 
new wheelarches. Some welding to the 
chassis which was then steam cleaned, 
red oxided and painted. The brakes were 
also stripped and rebuilt, a suspension top 
plate fitted and a full service carried out. 

The engine turned out to be in excellent 
condition and the gearbox had survived 
well too, proof of the ruggedness of Volvo 
and ZF units. A thorough inspection failed 
to find any electrical problems. 

The interior responded superbly to a 
thorough deep clean. The seat moquette 
is in excellent condition though it’s not 
the original design. It was fitted during 
the Volvo’s service days and is in first-class 
condition. It may be replaced eventually 
but it’s not a priority,’ said Michael. 

Finally the bus was finished and made 
its debut at this year’s Wellingborough 
Bus Rally, which it had attended as an 
in progress exhibit two years ago. T was 
delighted with the result and the bus went 
down very well. These Volvos have a big 
following among enthusiasts in the East 
Midlands. They were around for so long 
and so may people were saying that they 
were pleased to see one preserved. There 
have even been people coming down to 
rallies where I have taken the bus to just 
to ride on it. 

This was certainly the case at the recent 
Fenland Busfest in Cambridgeshire, where 


Opposite: Looking smart in red and cream 
livery, now preserved Northern Counties 
Paladin-bodied Volvo BI0B Trent 102 
(LI02 LRA) has quite a following. 

NICK LARKIN 

Above: B10B was latterly a member of the 
High Peak fleet, a joint venture between 
Wellglade and Centrebus. DANIEL STONE 

Below: Volvo owner Michael Brent. 

NICK LARKIN 

Bottom: Extensive lower panelwork 
needed. MICHAEL BRENT 
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the Volvo attracted many favourable 
comments, and full loads of passengers. 

However, it seems there are a few 
dissenters. Tve had one or two people 
come up and ask me why I’m preserving 
this bus — they thought it was too new! 

But, as Michael points out: The Volvo 
is now 26 years’ old and has a proper body 
an chassis, Northern Counties no longer 
being with us of course. A lot of people 
grew up with buses like this and people 
tend to preserve those they remember.’ 

SAMPLING THE VOLVO 

A chance to sample the delights of 
Michael’s Volvo is something of a 
revelation. The vehicle is more than happy 
at 60mph, and feels it would be capable 
of much. 

This is one powerful machine. With 
light steering, excellent brakes and more 
than good visibility this is an excellent 
vehicle to be behind the wheel of. The 
ZF gearbox is free from clunks and offers 
smooth changes, while offering a nicely 
melodious gear whine. 

The body feels solid and, especially in 
view of its long service is remarkably rattle 
free. The vehicle also rides extremely well. 

As Michael says: These were real 
driver’s buses and everyone I know who 
has driven one has had nothing but praise 
for them.’ 

The cab and dash are carefully laid 
out to be as user friendly as possible. 
Michael says the Volvo is happily capable 
of 60mph, and with careful driving lOmpg 
can be attained — far more than in 
service it would seem, as we have heard 
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that Trent expressed disappointment over 
the Volvo’s lack of economy. 

The bus impresses as a comfortable 
and sturdy workhorse definitely fit for 
purpose, and it definitely has character! 

The original 1990s Trent adverts 
inside the bus, including one suggesting 
passengers might like to try looking the 
company up on the Internet add to the 
period appeal. 

Maintenance is relatively straightforward. 
T would always go for the rear-engine 
B10B like this one rather than an 
underfloor engine B10M — it’s much 
more accessible.’ 

SUPPORT NETWORK 

Michael is a member of the 794 
Preservation Group, which has owned 
former United Counties Bristol VRT 
GRP 794L since it was withdrawn by 
Stagecoach in 1994 and also former 
United Counties Duple Dominant-bodied 
Ford R114 saloon OVV 59R. ‘Special 
thanks to Steve Loveridge, along with 
Martin and Tim Roberts in the 794 
Group for all their help and support,’ he 
said. 

Michael has also joined Eastern Bus 
Enthusiasts Group (EBE) which as well 
as staging the Fenland Busfest event 
aims to encourage individual members’ 
preservation projects. T actually met 


some of the group on an open-top Volvo 
Olympian at the ‘Beer & Buses’ event 
on the Isle of Wight,’ Michael explained. 
They have been great and the Volvo has 
now been moved to their storage facility,’ 
he said. 

Michael’s family supported the 
restoration project and enjoyed riding 
on the bus. ‘My mum and dad have even 
helped with some of the work. My Auntie 
in Ilkeston said she remembers these old 
red and cream Trent Volvos and even 
recognised the registration of this one. 
These buses were popular with passengers 
too.’ 

Finally, Michael has dedicated the bus to 
his mum, naming it Sandra Jane after her. 

‘We had thought of having mum’s name 
on an Eddie Stobart lorry bus it’s nicer 
and easier to do this on my own bus — 
and cheaper too. She really will be pleased 
when she reads this!’ 

Sister bus to L102 LRA, M129 PRA 
remains in service with Lawson’s of 
Corby, and kept in immaculate condition 
for use on schools and other duties. 

This is a very good vehicle for a variety 
of duties, an excellent workhorse,’ said 
William Lawson, who set up the operator 
in 2007 after redundancy from his job as a 
senior driving instructor with Stagecoach. 
The family-owned firm now has a 
30-strong fleet. 


Opposite page, top: Trent 
livery definitely suits angular 
Paladin bodywork. 

Centre left to right: Seats 
refurbished during service 
days and in excellent 
condition. 

Rear mounted 9.6-litre Volvo 
engine powered BIOB. 

Cab is an ergonomic delight! 

Bottom: Rear styling is neat 
and functional. 


This page top: Period posters 
decorate the ceiling cove 
panels. Now what’s this 
Internet thing, m’duck? 

Right: Sister bus Ml29 PRA is 
still in service with Lawson’s 
of Corby. All: NICK LARKIN 
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NORTH WEST VRT OPEN DAY 





One of the most popular 
events in the North-west, 
the annual NWVRT Open 
Day took place as usual 
on the first Sunday in 
June. It was difficult, with 
such a variety of vehicles 
on offer, to decide which 
to feature, so we hope 
you like our choice. 


This page: Aintree Coachlines 
offers something a little 
different when it comes 
to weddings! This is not a 
Routemaster (you know but 
do they?), it is its BMMO 
D9 5415 (EHA4I5D). The 
bodywork on this bus was 
finished by Willowbrook. 
Pictures: HUGH JONES 

The event attracts a wide 
range of vehicles when it 
comes to age. From the 
deregulation era in Liverpool 
we see Fareway (of Kirkby) 

165 (F456 BKF). A Northern 
Counties-bodied Leyland 
Olympian delivered new to 
the operator in 1989. It was 
one of a batch of 10 bought by 
the operator in 1989. Latterly 
it was operated by Isle 
Coaches of Owston Ferry. 

The Leyland Panther Cub 
was a rare beast — only 94 
were built. As a less powerful 
version of the Leyland 
Panther, it attracted little 
interest. One operator 
to embrace the type was 
Manchester which bought 
20, of which Park Royal¬ 
bodied No 74 (BND 874C) 
is preserved, Following 
withdrawal from Manchester, 
this both travelled North to 
serve with Dodds of Troon 
(AA Motor Services). 


Opposite page, top: The Leyland 
National B-series was a low- 
spec version which found 
favour with operators like 
London Country, Crosville 
and, as seen here, Ribble. 
Latter use by Chase Coaches 
led to this bus (as FSV 428) 
briefly joining Arriva following 
its acquisition of Chase. 

It subsequently passed to 
Premiere of Nottingham. 
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Below: Threading its way 
through the crowds outside 
the NWVRT’s premises, 
we see Greater Manchester 
South 7032 (VNB I32L), a 
Park Royal-bodied Leyland 
Atlantean new to SELNEC in 
1972. No 7032 was converted 
to open-top following a low 
bridge collision. 

Bottom: Widnes 31 (562 RTF), 
a 1961 Leyland PD2/40 with 
bodywork by East Lancs, was 
visiting from the North West 
Museum of Transport at St 
Helens, where it has been a 
long-term resident. 
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SERVICE 


THIRD CHIPPENHAM 

Bus Rally and Running Day 


This event was organised by 
the Bristol Road Transport 
Collection and the Bristol 
Omnibus Vehicle Collection on 
Sunday 26 May 2019, held over 
two sites: Chippenham College 


and Chippenham bus station, 
located on opposite sides of 
the town, so a very useful 
service (299) connected the 
two. It was also Chippenham 
Folk Weekend which involved 


various folk bands and Morris 
dancers. 

Four routes were operated 
from the bus station. As 
already mentioned the 299 ran 
between the College (which is 


opposite the railway station) 
and the bus station, the 232 to 
Corsham, 234 to Lacock and 
280 to Derry Hill. The vehicle 
display and stalls were at the 
College and the running buses 
at the bus station. 

To commemorate 50 Years 
of the National Bus Company, 
the programme was produced 
in NBC corporate style. 

Top: Newly painted Bath 
Services Bristol MW saloon 
2969 (981 EHY) is seen 
passing Chippenham railway 
station. The saloon was 
entered by Dr. Mike Walker. 

Left: Former Bristol Omnibus 
Bristol LH6L/ECW 461 (AFB 
592V) loads at the film set 
venue of Lacock. Exported to 
Holland in 2000, the bus was 
repatriated by Abus, Bristol 
in 2003 and repainted in NBC 
green during 2004. It was also 
entered by Dr Mike Walker. 
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Top left: One of only 47 NBC 
Olympians with Cummins LIO 
engines and Voith gearboxes, 
Northern General Leyland 
Olympian 3653 (C653 LJR) 
rests at Derry Hill. It was 
used on North Tyneside until 
2004 when sold via Ensign to 
Arnold Liddell of Whitchurch, 
Bristol. Entered by Chris 
Martin of Watford, it has been 
restored in a ‘might-have- 
been’ cobalt blue/white NBC- 
style livery similar to that 
used by Sunderland District. 

Top right: An unusual visitor 
was this Leyland Olympian 
with ECW coach-seated 
body, formerly East Yorkshire 
537 (C537 DAT). Allocated 
to Withernsea depot, this 
was one of the last vehicles 
delivered to East Yorkshire 
Motor Services prior to the 
privatisation of NBC, After 
further use as a school bus in 
was secured for preservation 
and restored into NBC 
‘Venetian Blind’ livery. It was 
entered by Sean Peacock of 
Hull. 

Centre: The only open-topper 
running (there was a little 
rain during the day) was 
former Bristol Omnibus Co. 
L8579 (869 NHT). During a 
brighter spell it is seen leaving 
Chippenham Bus Station on 
a tour. 

Bottom: One of the coaches 
in service was this former 
Badgerline Leyland Leopard 
2098 (PWS 492S. The coach 
was rebodied in 1982 after a 
fire. Owned by Kelvin Amos 
of Nailsea, it has recently 
received further restoration 
work and a repaint, and is 
seen in Chippenham on the 
inter site service 299. 

Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 
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Barry Festival of Transport 

Early June saw the Cardiff Transport Preservation Group’s annual Barry rally on two sites — its headquarters 
established in the former Western Welsh depot in Barry and the former holiday camp on Barry Island, an 
intensive service linking the two sites. The weather was not kind with heavy downpours typifying the day making 
photography difficult. Here are two of the buses on service, as photographed by HUGH JONES. 



XIB4 CTG 


In complete contrast to the Regent seen above, Cardiff 184 (XI84 CTG), a 2000 Dennis/Plaxton Mini-Pointer Dart preserved by 
the Cardiff Transport Preservation Group, whose Barry premises can be spotted behind the bus. Cardiff 184 is the first low-floor 
bus to be preserved by CTPG and arrived directly from Cardiff Bus in May 2017. It was most recently used as an engineering vehicle 
by Cardiff Bus, thus outliving the rest of the batch by a few years. Originally retained by the operator, as it was known to be the 
best runner in the batch. 


South Wales 586 (154 FCY) 
is a 1963 Willowbrook¬ 
bodied AEC Regent V 
which operated out of 
Swansea’s Ravenhill and 
Brunswick garages. Following 
withdrawal, it was sold to 
Cottage Garage in Llanelli, 
where it was used as an office 
and mobile advert. Originally 
purchased for preservation 
in 1989 by Andrew Gibb who 
repainted it into the SWT 
colours it is in today, No 586 
is part of the Swansea Bus 
Museum collection. A new 
clutch was fitted in 2017, the 
bus recently undergoing some 
rear panel replacement. 
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Taking centre stage in the 
Brooklands paddock are 
three former Thomas Tilling 
Ltd vehicles. From left to 
right are: 6098 (GJ 2098), 
a 1930 Tilling-bodied AEC 
Regent; 0172 (XW 9892), a 
1925 Tilling-bodied Tilling- 
Stevens TS7 petrol-electric 
purchased by London General 
under a subsidiary agreement 
but later licensed by Tilling 
in 1930 for operation in its 
livery; and 935 (XL 1204), a 
1922 Tilling-bodied Tilling- 
Stevens TS3A. 

Pictures: DAVID JUKES 


On the Buses at 

BROOKLANDS 

This year’s ‘On the Buses’ gathered almost the entire London Bus Museum’s (LBM) 
vehicle collection at its Brooklands Museum site, the event’s theme being set by LBM 
Chairman Leon Daniels 0BE. The unique and most splendid display included the rare 
and fragile among more familiar shapes, as illustrated by DAVID JUKES. 



Former London Transport (LT) Green Line coach T448 (CXX 171), a 1936 Weymann-bodied AEC Regal, is the sole survivor of the 
9T9 T-type variant. A substantial donation is enabling the Regal’s restoration - heavy repairs have recently been undertaken by Ian 
Barrett with the bus now in the LBM’s workshop for completion by Museum volunteers. Alongside is the LBM’s T504 (ELP 228), a 
1938 AEC Regal with LT Chiswick-built coachwork, of the later I0TI0 T-type variant. 
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MAIN PICTURE Before 
and After. These are the 
two survivors of the 199 
London General Omnibus 
Company’s ‘Scooter’ single¬ 
deck AEC Renowns with 
operator-built bodywork 
of 1930/31 vintage. LTI076 

(GO 5198) spent more than 

30 years in the open air near 
High Wycombe as living 
accommodation before 
purchase at auction by the 
London Transport Museum 
in 1994. It was extensively 
rebuilt and restored between 

2000 and 2004 to concours 
condition, capturing the 
type as operated by LT 
in the 1930s. Alongside 
is the remains of LBM’s 

LTI059 (GO 5170), used as 
a Teignmouth garden shed 
from 1949 until purchase for 

private preservation in 1970. 

It was donated to the LBM in 
2003 and awaits restoration, 
which will be a very long and 
expensive process when time 
and funds permit. 





The chassis of former LGCS AD52 (UC 2204), a 1928 ADC 
4I6A, was acquired by the LBM in 2018 and is the only known 
survivor. It requires complete rebuilding and restoration which 
is currently planned after NSI74’s completion. 


Former LT T357 (GN 8242), a 1931 AEC Regal with 1935 
Weymann bodywork, was new to Queen Line of Baldock with 
London Lorries bodywork. It was discovered in a Dunkirk barn 
in 2002 and repatriated by the LBM in 2003. 





















Extracted from secure off-site storage exclusively for the 
‘On the Buses’ event is dust-covered ex-London Transport 
GS34 (MXX 334), a 1953 Eastern Coach Works-bodied Guy 
Special. 



Former LT RFW6, a partially restored 1951 ECW-bodied AEC 
Regal IV, was one of 15 built for private hire and tours work. 

It has been preserved since 1974, passing to the London Bus 
Museum in 1999. 
































Above: Ex-LT RT2657 (LYR 641) was acquired by the Paris Transport Museum in 1965, spending the next 48 years in the French 
capital until its ownership passed to the LBM in 2013. It is intended the RT will be returned to operational condition, for which a 
roof rebuild and full retrim are required. Alongside - and awaiting restoration - is former LT LSI74 (THX I74S), a 1978 Leyland 
National owned by the London Bus Company. 


Below: Ex-LT RTL48 (JXN 371), a 1949 Park Royal-bodied Leyland Titan 7RT, has been securely stored for several years by the 
London Bus Company. It was operated by F Lockey & Sons of Bishop Auckland in an all-black livery between 1958 and its 1973 
withdrawal and sale for private preservation in County Durham. Alongside is the London Bus Company’s former LT RTWI5I 
(KLB 881), a 1949 all-Leyland Titan 6RT. 
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FROM FIRST LEICESTER DEPOT 

ABBEY LANE, LEICESTER 

SATURDAY 27th JULY 2019 -10 am to 4 pm 


& 



• Restored buses and coaches on display 

• Quality traders selling bus related items 

• Frequent bus trips around Leicester city centre 

This event is organised by the Leicester Transport Heritage Trust 
For full up to date information visit www.ltht.org.uk 

THERE IS NO CAR PARKING AT ABBEY LANE DEPOT. FIRST LEICESTER SERVICE 54 TO BEAUMONT CENTRE 
PASSES THE DEPOT ENTRANCE AND RUNS EVERY 12 MINUTES FROM HAYMARKET BUS STATION (STAND 
HY). PRESERVED BUSES ON SERVICE WILL ALSO PICK UP IN LEICESTER CITY CENTRE. VISITORS 
TRAVELLING BY CAR ARE ADVISED TO PARK IN THE NEARBY LEICESTER SPACE CENTRE CAR PARK 
(LE4 5NS) WHICH IS WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE OF THE EVENT 
PLEASE NOTE ON THIS OCCASION THERE WILL BE AN OPEN DAY AT THE FIRST LEICESTER DEPOT 
























The Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust celebrated the 100th anniversary of what was Ribble Motor Services on 26 May 2019 
with an event based at Morecambe Football Club's Globe Arena with additional displays on Morecambe promenade. Over 
40 guest vehicles , including five modern buses repainted in Ribble heritage liveries , attended alongside some of the RVPT’s 
own fleet. A new book by Roger Davies was launched followed by talks about the company by three guest speakers. 

SIMON GILL represented B&CP and illustrates some of the buses and coaches present. 
















Above, left to right: Greeting 
visitors on arrival at the 
Globe Arena was former 
Ribble 1161 (CK45I8), a 1931 
all-Leyland Lion LT2 which 
was restored over a period of 
ten years by a team of RVPT 
volunteers led by the late Bill 
Ashcroft. 

The oldest vehicle present 
was former Dallam Motor 
Services 7 (EC 8852), a 1929 
all-Vulcan Duchess with 26- 
seat dual-door bodywork. 
Dallam was set up by Messrs J 
& H Fawcett of Milnthorpe in 
1924 and taken over by Ribble 
in December 1950. 

A unique bus in the Ribble 
fleet was 900 (B900 WRN), 
a 1984 Leyland Tiger 
TRCTLII/2RH with Duple 
Dominant 49-seat bus body 
intended for Midland Red 
(North). 



Above: Former Ribble 2101 (GFR 101W) was the first production Leyland Olympian ONLXB/IR, 
with chassis No ONI new in 1981. Fitted with an Eastern Coach Works 77-seat lowheight body, 
it is now part of the RVPT collection and is seen the previous day operating a free service during 
the Stagecoach Cumbria and North Lancashire Whitegate, Morecambe, garage open day. 
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Main picture: We rarely feature 
current vehicles but the support 
by three operators repainting 
buses in heritage liveries to 
celebrate the centenary should 
not go unnoticed. Lined up on 
Morecambe promenade are: 
(left to right) Arriva North 
West 2596 (CX06 BJY), a 
Wright Commander-bodied 
VDL SB200 in Ribble’s final 
red and cream livery of the 
late-1960s; Arriva North 
West 4411 (CX58 FZZ), an 
Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 in 
National Bus Company poppy 
red; Stagecoach Cumbria & 
North Lancashire 10030 (PXI2 
DNU), an Alexander Dennis 
Enviro 400 in deregulation- 
era poppy red and grey; 
Stagecoach Merseyside & South 
Lancashire 15566 (PX59 CUJ), 
an Alexander Dennis Enviro 
400-bodied Scania N230UD 
in the red and grey Venetian 
blind-style Timesaver scheme; 
and Transdev’s Blackburn Bus 
Company 100 (RI00 TDV), a 
Wright Eclipse Gemini-bodied 
Volvo B7TL in a modern livery 
interpretation telling the Ribble 
story - this bus was previously 
401 (YJ04 LYG). 

All pictures: SIMON GILL 



Above: A regular performer since acquisition for the RVPT collection 
in 2010 is former Ribble 1775 (RCK 920), a 1962 Leyland Titan PD3/5 
with full-front Metro-Cammell bodywork. Its working life was spent at 
Chorley, Fleetwood and Bootle before withdrawal in 1981. 

Below: Leaving the terminus at Heysham is former Ribble 1274 
(RRN 423) a 1962 Leyland Atlantean PDRI/I with Weymann 59-seat 
coach bodywork, restored last year to early-1970s ‘White Lady’ livery. 




Above: TJ6760, a 1934 all-Leyland Lion LT5A, was 
new as a Leyland demonstrator. It was acquired 
by Lytham St Annes Corporation the following 
year and remained in service until 1957. It 
passed into preservation after use during the 
infamous London bus strike of 1958, spending 
time in Canada between 1969 and 1998. 



Above: Travelling from the Isle of Man was 
former Ribble 665 (MAN 665D), a 1966 
Marshall-bodied Leyland Leopard PSU4/4. It 
carried registration DRN 665D before its 1979 
sale to Isle of Man National Transport, with 
which it was re-registered F457 MAN then 
D440 MAN. The Leopard’s current, and more 
appropriate, registration was applied in 2011. 


Below: Two 1983 Leyland Tiger TRCTLI l/3Rs representing Staintons of Kendal 
depict different styles of Plaxton Paramount bodywork. A4 FWS (originally 
A522 LPP), new to Albatross of Isleworth, has a 3500 body and A530 LPP, new to 
Transauto of High Wycombe, carries the lower 3200 coachwork. 



Below: Climbing out of Heysham on one of the day’s free bus services is former 
Ribble 808 (TRN 808V), a 10.3m length Series B Leyland National new in 
September 1979. 
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Portsmouth bought its first 
trolleybuses in 1934 with the 
ultimate intention of replacing 
the tram network operated 
by the corporation. The initial 
batch of 15 vehicles was a 
mixed bag of both four- 


and six-wheelers for 
evaluation. Within two 
years a batch of 10 English 
Electric-bodied AEC 
66lTs had been ordered 
indicating a preference for 
this combination. A further 


75 AECs were commissioned, 
but difficulties arose when 
identifying a bodybuilder 
able to deliver such a large 
number of vehicles quickly. 
The contract was finally 
awarded to Cravens of 



Sheffield, which had not 
previously bodied trolleys, but 
had recently bodied a number 
of Leyland TD4s for the 
undertaking. 

The resultant fleet had a 
strong and sturdy look as one 
might expect from a builder 
more used to producing rail 
vehicles. There were, however, 
structural issues as most were 
rebuilt in the corporation’s 
workshops in the early-195Os 
using parts manufactured by 
Metal Sections, the last rebuild 
being completed in 1956. 

Thus the need for buying 
further new vehicles (15 BUT 
961 lTs having been acquired 
in 1951) was obviated, 
especially considering that 
the future of the system was 
already in doubt. The system 
slowly declined, the last trolley 
coming off service in 1963. 

Here we look back . . . 

































Opposite page: Cravens-bodied 
AEC 66IT No 246 (RV 8328) was 
one of a small number of the 
breed to survive until the closure 
of the system. It is seen here in 
Greatham Street adjacent to 
the ‘town station’ approaching 
Guildhall Square. Route 17 
was an ‘out-and-back’ service 
terminating in both directions at 
the Dockyard, the circle in the 
opposite direction being worked 
as an 18, and was originally 
operated by trams. 

The 3 and 4 service terminated 
in a private road, still used by 
buses today, at Canoe Lake, 
Southsea. Withdrawn in 1961, 
Cravens No 259 (RV 9110) must 
have been a recent arrival as the 
blinds have yet to be reset for 
the return journey to Cosham. 
The transport department 
maintained a small office here; 
signs in its windows informing 
that on that day the Sea Front 
Service was not operating. 

This page: Entering the city 
and passing the now sadly 
demolished Southdown East 
garage at Hilsea is Cravens 
No 267 (RV 9118). Heading for 
South Parade Pier (Canoe Lake), 
the trolley in closely followed 
by a Southdown Leyland TD5, 
rebodied in 1950 by East Lancs as 
part of that operator’s postwar 
modernisation programme. No 
267 was withdrawn in I960. 

Departing the Dockyard (later 
known as The Hard) is Cravens 
No 281 (RV 9132). Route II 
was a relatively short route 
terminating on the opposite side 
of the city. The backdrop to this 
view is still easily recognisable 
today with the ‘Ship & Castle’ 
public house at its centre. Notice 
how advertising proliferates, 
the bus blending easily with its 
surroundings. No 281 was also 
withdrawn in I960. 

Fifteen BUT 961 ITs entered 
service in 1951, replacing a 
similar number of earlier 
vehicles. The arrival of these 
fine vehicles co-inciding with the 
electrification of Copnor Road 
introducing two new routes. 
Bodywork was by Burlingham, 
others tendering included local 
builder Reading who had recently 
built a small number of motorbus 
bodies for the corporation. 

Here, the now preserved No 313 
(ERV 938) waits at Cosham Red 
Lion awaiting departure for the 
Dockyard on a route 5 working. 
No 313 had the distinction of 
being the last trolley into Eastney 
depot upon closure of the system 
on the night of 27 July 1963. 



August 2019 


45 













































S/MON GILL reports on the rescue of former Birmingham City Transport Leyland Tiger PS2 2257 (JOJ 257) from a 
potential one-way trip to the scrap yard just 18 months ago as it makes a return to service in Somerset this summer. 


We have often speculated on what could 
happen to an individual’s vehicle or 
collection when he or she dies. There 
was a possibility Peter Hudd’s former 
Birmingham City Transport (BCT) 
Weymann-bodied Leyland Tiger PS2 No 
2257 (JOJ 257) could have ended up in a 
scrapyard on his 2017 passing. 

Fortunately, Stephen Morris of 
Quantock Heritage acquired it, and, after 
18 months’ restoration, 2257 will take its 
turn on the 300 service between Minehead 
and Lynmouth this summer. The Tiger had 
a long and varied service life and differs 
from two others of its batch currently seen 
out and about in the West Midlands. 

INITIAL ORDER 

BCT had little requirement for single¬ 
deckers but in 1947 needed to replace its 
remaining Daimler COG5 saloons dating 
from 1935/36. Many were converted into 
ambulances and others commandeered by 
the Army during the Second World War 
- sometimes both - before all returned to 
passenger service. 

Tenders were received from AEC, 
Daimler, Guy, Leyland and Tilling Stevens 


to supply new single-deck chassis. Leyland 
beat Daimler on price and an order was 
placed for 35 Leyland Tiger PS2/ls with 
bodywork supplied locally by Metro- 
Cammell, whose tender was also the most 
favourable. 

BCT was developing its new ‘standard’ 
double-decker with new-look’ front so in 
April 1949 asked Leyland to fit concealed 
radiator grilles to the PS2s. Leyland 
deflected this by warning of severe delays. 
Also, as part of the new standard, Metro- 
Cammell agreed to fit sliding window 
ventilators and separate front route 
number and destination boxes. 

Above: The clean lines of 
the last half-cab single¬ 
deck buses made by 
Weymann are readily 
apparent. SIMON GILL 

Right: The prototype 
driver-only conversion, 

BCT 2252 (JOJ 252), 
a Weymann-bodied 
Leyland Tiger PS2 
similar to 2257, loading 
on new service 35 
to Brandwood Park 
Road. PETER SNOWDEN 
COLLECTION 


CHANGES 

The body contract was transferred within 
the Metro-Cammell Weymann (MCW) 
partnership to Weymann in August 
1949 owing to chassis delivery delays as 
Leyland concentrated its production on 
double-deckers and exports. The PS2 
order was shortly afterwards reduced 
to 30; the final five changed to the new 
underfloor-engined integral Leyland 
Olympic HR40, a collaboration between 
Leyland and MCW. Consideration was 
given to changing the PS2 order to the 
then newly introduced 30ft length for 
single-deckers, but this was not pursued. 
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The metal-framed PS2 bodies were based 
on those produced for the Balfour Beatty 
Group but without the flared skirt normally 
associated with Weymann products of the 
time. They were the only exposed radiator 
BCT buses to have recessed windscreens 
and were the last traditional front-engined 
single-deckers built by Weymann. 

The interior finish was to full BCT 
specification with 34 acanthus leaves and 
berries’ pattern moquette seats and polished 
wood window surrounds. A Leyland 0.600 
9.8 litre engine and synchromesh gearbox 
ensured a powerful performance. 

A triple number box was fitted at the 
rear and on the nearside; the first six - Nos 
2231-2236 (JOJ 231-236) - had the latter 
fitted in the first window bay while the 
remaining 24 - Nos 2237-2260 (JOJ 237- 
60) - had it moved back a bay to reduce its 
impact on the stress-bearing body frame. 

IN SERVICE 

The first - 2231 - arrived in June 1950 
and all were in service by the November. 
They took over the single-deck services 
from the prewar Daimler COG5s with 
most allocated to Selly Oak garage, which 
operated services under low railway bridges 
at Bourneville and Northfield. Some were 
allocated to Hockley, Liverpool Street 
and Perry Barr garages primarily for the 
carriage of disabled children and the 
limited amount of private hire restricted by 
an agreement with Midland Red. The latter 
occasionally hired the Tigers to duplicate 
its coach services to places like Blackpool, 
Rhyl and Weston-super-Mare during 
busy periods where their power and well- 
appointed interiors were welcome. 

BCT’s PS2s were particularly associated 
with route 27 to the Bourneville Trust 
estate and Cadbury’s factory for nearly 
20 years upon which they were put under 

Top: The rebuilt rear of 2257, complete 
with the centre-mounted reversing light 
for driver-only operation. SIMON GILL 

Centre: The different cab profiles between 
driver-only converted 2257 (left) and 
2231 which retains its original cab layout. 
Note 2231 has its side number blinds 
above the first window bay and 2257 has 
later style flashing indicators. SIMON GILL 

Right: A passenger’s view when boarding 
2257; note the rearward folding door 
fitted at saloon floor level. SIMON GILL 

Upper right: The PAY AS YOU ENTER 
slipboard fitted on 2257’s conversion to 
driver-only operation. SIMON GILL 
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pressure transporting workers at clocking 
on and off times. 

Apart from 2233, withdrawn following 
accident damage in September 1961, 
many PS2s were withdrawn between July 
and August 1965 when 24 new single¬ 
deck Daimler Fleetlines arrived. Their 
withdrawal was short-lived as most were 
reinstated the following year with the 
introduction of driver-only single-deck 
feeder services linking new housing 
estates with the main network. 

CONVERSION 

Although the PS2s were looking by 
then decidedly old-fashioned, 2252 
disappeared into the bodyshop in autumn 
1965, reappearing in February 1966 
rebuilt for driver-only operation. Part of 
the front bulkhead was removed, and an 
angled window fitted between the driver’s 
cab and the bulkhead with space for 
an electric ticket machine. The interior 
was completely refurbished to include 
Daimler Fleetline seats and ceiling panels 
repainted ‘Fleetline’ yellow. 

The rebuild proved successful so a 
further eleven PS2s were converted to 


one-man-operation (as it was called at the 
time) but without the Fleetline interior. 
They resumed work on route 27 and the 
feeder services. 

Most PS2s were finally withdrawn by 25 
May 1969 when 18 AEC Swifts replaced 
them on the 27 after transfer from Acocks 
Green to Selly Oak; the PS2s were then 
stored. 

EXTENDED LOAN 

Potteries Motor Traction (PMT) had an 
acute vehicle shortage in 1969 owing to 
problems with its temperamental Daimler 
Roadliners and delayed deliveries of new 
buses. Nine PS2s were hired from BCT 
from June 1969 despite PMT not having 
operated half-cab single-deckers since 1963. 

Seven remained with PMT for a year, 
apart from a few weeks in July/August, 
and brief returns south in October 1969 
for West Midlands PTE stickers to be 
placed over their Birmingham coat of 
arms. They were scattered throughout 
PMT’s territory from Eccleshall in 
Staffordshire to Alsager in Cheshire. 

Most were stored on return to 
Birmingham in case the single-deck 


Top: Interior showing the authentic 
signs and numerous light bulbs. For 
anyone unfamiliar with Birmingham CT 
specification it is hard to imagine these 
seats are not original. Both: SIMON GILL 

Centre: Original interior signs and 
switches have stood the test of time. 

SIMON GILL 

Bottom left: The driver’s cab had most 
of its bulkhead removed when 2257 
was converted to driver-only operation. 

A ticket machine is not yet fitted. 

SIMON GILL 

Bottom, upper right: A driver’s view of the 
cab controls. SIMON GILL 

Bottom, lower right: Clear driving 
instructions are stated above the 
windscreen. SIMON GILL 

Daimler Fleetlines were rebodied 
as double-deckers, but this idea was 
abandoned. Nos 2249/52 were used as 
reserve vehicles for a Birmingham park 
and ride service at Christmas 1970 and, 
following transfer to Walsall in December 
1969, 2260 (which was erroneously given 
the same ‘L’ fleetnumber suffix as former 
Walsall Corporation vehicles soon after 
the PTE’s formation) was the last to 
operate in passenger service, not being 
withdrawn until January 1972. 

JOJ 257 

No 2257 (JOJ 257) was new in October 
1950 as one of four allocated to Perry 
Barr, later transferring to Selly Oak. 
Initially withdrawn in May 1965, it 
was converted to driver-only operation 
and re-entered service at Harborne in 
November 1966 to operate service 2 in the 
Kings Heath area. This proved short lived 
as service 2 was transferred to Selly Oak 
in October 1967 which saw 2257 return to 
that garage. 

Finally withdrawn in May 1969, 2257 was 
loaned to PMT from 1 June to 18 July 1969 
and allocated to Burslem garage where, 
coincidentally, it saw use on the Tunstall to 
Newcastle-under-Lyme circular service 27. 
It had two further stints with PMT; from 10 
August 1969 and 2 April 1970 then 14 April 
to 2 June 1970. 

No 2257 was stored after its return to 
West Midlands PTE until September 1971 
when it was selected for transfer to the 
Perry Barr driver training school for those 
drivers needing a manual gearbox licence. 
Renumbered 93, it did not last long in its 
new role but was quickly snapped up by 
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the engineers and converted into a tow 
bus with an orange flashing light on the 
roof and large TOWING sign on the 
front. The PS2 was also repainted in full 
West Midlands PTE livery and stayed in 
the service fleet until June 1983 when it 
passed to Peter Hudd for preservation. 


SALE AND RESCUE 

When Peter passed away in 2017, 2257 
was left to Aston Manor Road Transport 
Museum (AMRTM) at Aldridge along 
with other vehicles in his collection. 
AMRTM had at that time recently taken 
on the first BCT PS2, No 2231, from the 
late Colin Hawketts so offered JOJ 257 
for sale. Its condition looked poor and 
some thought it fit only for scrap. Stephen 
Morris saw its potential and acquired 2257 
towards the end of 2017. 


RESTORATION 

The major challenge was how to restore 
2257’s rear following its conversion into 
a towing vehicle with the fitting of an 
18ins tow bar and non-standard rear 
door. Rebuilding the chassis was relatively 
straightforward but the Weymann 
bodywork includes complex curves. It 
took seven months hard searching to 
find someone capable and willing to do 
the work; the reconstruction including a 
new centre emergency door at the rear to 
original specification. 

New aluminium panels were fitted 
where necessary and the front power door 
was made operational in line with the 
1966 driver-only specification. The roof 
was in good condition, so the amber light 
was removed and the area made ready for 
repainting. 

The cab was given a deep clean and 
the saloon floor repaired, particularly 
at the back where the tow bar had been 
removed. Stephen utilised a spare set 
of seats from a Blackburn Corporation 
Leyland PD2 as most of 2257’s seats were 
removed on tow bus conversion. These are 
not moquette or to BCT specification but 
are in good condition and, to the average 
passenger, certainly look the part. 


Above: This nearside view confirms how 
functional and smart these buses were 
as they made their way through the 
Bourneville suburb. SIMON GILL 


Right: No 2257’s offside positively sparkles 
after repainting in BCT’s blue and cream 
livery by Kevin Hill and Steve Evans. 

SIMON GILL 


Steve Evans then completed the signwriting 
to make the PS2 ready for its first public 
appearance at the Aldridge Transport 
Museum’s Spring Running Day on 28 April. 

Word had spread that the museum 
planned to have three Birmingham PS2s 
at this event so enthusiasts were delighted 
to see 2231 (JOJ 231), now owned by Tim 
Bickley, 2245 (JOJ 245), owned by The 
Transport Museum, Wythall, and 2257, 
which is the only one of the three converted 
for driver-only operation. Another 
BCT PS2 - No 2255 (JOJ 255) - is in 
preservation but has not been seen recently. 

Following a Class 6 MOT test, look out 
for 2257 if you are in the Minehead area 
between 15 July and 6 September where 
it will take turns with two other vehicles 
from the Quantock Heritage fleet. 

Our thanks to Stephen Morris , Roger 
Burdett and Kevin Hill for their help with 
this feature. 


After being in storage for so long, the 
engine had probably not run for 30 years 
so needed some work to clean out gunge 
from the sump - a Leyland 0.600 engine 
is generally robust so there was nothing 
Steve’s competent mechanics could not 
fix. The fuel system was given a thorough 
overhaul with new injectors and injector 
pipes fitted prior to a full service. 

Brakes are important at the best of 
times but given 2257’s intended use on the 
hills around Porlock this summer, they 
were given extra attention. New cross- 
ply tyres have been fitted all round. Our 
photo shoot confirmed 2257 performs well 
and sounded beautiful! 


BACK IN USE 

No 2257 was driven to Coventry after 
completion of interior and mechanical 
work where Kevin Hill applied a new coat 
of BCT blue paint and the correct crests. 


August 2019 


49 




















POTTERIES 


Potteries or PMT was a respected coach operator within the BET group providing 
tours, excursions and private hire work. Here are some of the vehicles used. 





Above: C990 (4990 VT) was one of six Duple Commander-bodied AEC Reliances new 
in 1964. It is seen alongside one of a pair of much later Duple Viceroys 


Top left: In the familiar environs of Hanley 
bus station we see Potteries C8762 (762 
CVT), one of five Willowbrook Viking¬ 
bodied AEC Reliances new in 1958. This 
style of body was supplied mainly to a 
small number of BET companies, its best 
customer being Devon General. 

Centre left: This Duple Alpine Continental¬ 
bodied Leyland Leopard was one of six 
ordered by Scout, but delivered in 1962 
to Ribble/Standerwick as its No 705 
(SCK 870). It was later sold to PMT with 
which it became No 21. 
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Right: New to Stanier of 
Newchapel in 1964, this Duple 
Firefly-bodied Albion Victor 
was taken into PMT stock as 
its No 15 (MRE I38B) with 
the acquisition of that fleet 
the following year. After 
service with PMT, it passed to 
Graham Durber at Talke, and 
from there to an angling club. 


Below: Seen here when new in 
1971, PMT 171 (FEH I7IJ) was 
one of batch of dual-purpose 
AEC Reliance/Alexander Ys. 
The batch represented PMT’s 
final new purchases of the 
marque and were said to be 
exceptionally comfortable 
vehicles. Following 
withdrawal, this Reliance 
passed to Calvary Coaches. 




August 2019 


51 




































i n :m m 




M M 




Jjf j$ **£• ■' '* *. 


www.presbuspublishing.com 






Turnover Regent 


•x 


Regular readers will recall that your 
Editor wrote in the April issue of B&CP\ 
‘Between 1967 and 1970 I attended 
Doncaster College of Education. The 
college itself was situated some 13 miles 
from the town at High Melton and 
was served by two Yorkshire Traction 
routes. With around 500 students 
accommodated in the town, additional 
transport was required, the corporation 
being contracted to provide this. Twice 
a day a small fleet of double-deckers 
ferried students often at some speed 
along a winding country road. Speed it 
seems sometimes increased when the 
buses were running empty, as one cold 
and possibly icy morning a thankfully 
empty AEC Regent V left the road and 
landed on its side in a field. It remained 
there for a day or so awaiting recovery 
for all to see!’ 

This inspired long-term B&CP reader 
JIM SAMBROOKS to delve into his 
files and come up with these pictures of 
the event — you just never know who or 
what is out there . . . 

With the help of KEITH PLATT 
who tidied up these aging slides, we 
are able to bring you these rare views 
of the event! The bus in question was 
Doncaster 151 (XDT 151) one of a 
number of Roe-bodied AEC Regent Ills 
which were regulars on the run. The bus 
was never to re-enter service and was 
used by the transport department as 
a vehicle on which to practise righting 
double-deckers. 







Celebrating- the heritage of 
Nottingham City Transport at a 
special FREE Open Day on 
Saturday 31st August 2019 

Bus rides, Fundraising Stalls, Tombola, Recruitment & refreshments 

Nottingham Heritage Vehicles Charity. The Heritage Bus Depot. 
Portland Road, Hucknall, Notts NG15 7SF 10am - 4pm 



Celebrate NCTs heritage by joining us in a day of pure nostalgia. 

M any of our N otti ngham Veh i cl es wi 11 be gi vi ng free runs arou nd the 
locality. Others can be viewed, either undergoing restoration or in 
our store area awaiting their turn. 

Del ve i nto one of the U Ks I argest photography col I ecti ons - avai I abl e 
to purchase, helping to support the charity in its fundraising 
activities. With so much going on there is something for all. Perhaps 
sample a vi ntage bus ride to one of the local pubs for Sunday lunch 
before returning to browse our fundraising shop and project displays. 


Come along and see what we are all about, learn about our aims, our 
proj ects and maybe even j oi n the team as a vol unteer or supporter 


Want to know more ?... Come along and enjoy the day. 





















Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 



OOC’s Plaxton Premiere falls under NIGEL APPLEFORD’s spotlight 


The Plaxton Premiere and the closely 
related Excalibur bodies were introduced 
in 1991 as replacements for the Paramount. 

The Premiere was the mainstream 
design, available in the same two heights 
as the Paramount but this time the figures 
were expressed in centimetres rather than 
the previous millimetres, the bodies being 
designated 320 and 350 rather than 3200 
and 3500. The Excalibur was a premium 
specification body based on the Premiere 
350 but with raked-back styling to the 
front end. Another member of the family 
was the Prima, a derivative of the Premiere 


320 usually seen on rear engined chassis. 

Both the Premiere and Excalibur shared 
much of the same body structure, apart 
from the upper front end. Both were flat¬ 
sided designs, with a high, straight window 
line. The cab window and door glazing 
swept down, similar to the Paramount Ill’s 
pentagonal feature window which met the 
lower edge of the windscreen. 

The Premiere had an upright front 
end while the Excalibur’s was more raked 
back with a thicker pillar separating the 
door or cab from the adjacent window. An 
air-intake grille was incorporated into the 


bumper on early models using the Volvo 
B10M chassis, whereas a plain panel was 
used on other chassis types. Later BlOMs 
had a simpler, single-barred opening or 
a plain panel. Minor changes were made 
around the front headlight area in 1993; 
replacing the vertical inner edges with 
angled ones, correspondingly the removable 
front panel section was reduced in width. 

The original design had two thin 
grooves running along the vehicle sides, 
level with the top and bottom of the 
headlights. This continued after the 1993 
update, but plain skirt panels were used 
on later vehicles. Both designs of skirt 
panel curved neatly under at the bottom. 

On earlier bodies the high-mounted 
rear window curved up into the roof, with 
a horizontally grooved panel below it. 
Horizontal rear light clusters were fitted 
low down. Complaints about leaks caused 
the rear end to be redesigned in 1993; 
the revised design featured a flat rear 
window, separated from the roofline, also 
vertical rear light clusters mounted at the 
body corners. Some operators, including 
National Express, specified a plain rear 
panel rather than a window. 

National Express had previously 
had their own specification for a coach 
(called the Expressliner), based on the 
Paramount body with Volvo B10M chassis, 
the Expressliner II was a variant of the 
Premiere 350, again built to National 
Express specification on the B10M chassis. 


FLEETLIST - CORGI ORIGINAL OMNIBUS COMPANY 1:76 4mm SCALE 


43301 

Oxford Citylink 156 (NI56 BFC) 

Apr 1998 

5,300 


43302 

National Express Shuttle N90 SLK 

May 1998 

8,700 


43303 

Flightlink 162 (K793 OTC) 

Nov 1998 

5,000 


43304 

Bus Eireann (Eurolines) VP37 (97-D-7811) 

Oct 1998 

5,000 


43305 

Stagecoach Western 119 (Rl 19 OPS) 

Oct 1998 

6,900 


43306 

National Express L802 MRA 

Jul 1998 

6,900 


43307 

Epsom Coaches 613 (M793 LPH) 

Nov 1998 

5,000 


43308 

Skills Motor Coaches Ltd M34 TRR 

Dec 1998 

5,000 


43309 

Brighton & Hove 512 (N5I2 MPN) 

Mar 1999 

5,000 


43310 

Stagecoach Express (Fife Scottish) 539 (R539 GSF) 

Feb 1999 

5,000 


43311 

Bassetts Coachways P885 RBF 

Apr 1999 

4,000 


43312 

Silverdale Coaches M942JJU 

Jul 1999 

3,100 


43313 

Plymouth Citycoach 308 (P308 CTT) 

Apr 1999 

4,000 


43314 

Southend Arterial Express 606 (N606 APU) 

Aug 1999 

3,100 


43315 

GNER 

Sep 1999 

3,000 

Registration not carried 

43316 

Scottish Citylink P492 FAS 

Nov 1999 

2,500 


43317 

Jetlink M723 KPD 

Mar 2000 

2,600 


43318 

National Express 6184 (R813 HWS) 

Oct 1999 

5,000 

Remembrance Day Special 

43319 

National Holidays 80 (T3 ONH) 

May 2000 

n/a 


43320 

W. Robinson & Sons N254 KFR 

Jul 2000 

2,600 


OM4330I 

Wallace Arnold W606 FUM 

Feb 2001 

2,700 


OM43303 

Blackburn Transport 301 (W30I GCW) 

Apr 2002 

2,700 


OM43305 

National Express 6184 (R813 HWS) 

Sep 2002 

4,000 

British Legion Poppy Appeal 

OM43306 

Scottish Citylink V74 DSN 

Jul 2003 

4,100 


OM43308 

Tellings Golden Miller W80 TGM 

Nov 2003 

2,500 


OM433IO 

National Express (Airport) T325 APP 

Oct 2004 

5,000 


OM433I2 

Wilts & Dorset Bus 3233 (R807 NUD) 

May 2005 

2,400 


OM433I3 

McKindless Bus Group YIB 4528 

Mar 2006 

3,100 


OM433I4 

Stagecoach Red & White 52300 (N450 XVA) 

Aug 2006 

3,100 
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Opposite: Seen in Torquay during 2007 
was T550 EUB, a very smart Premiere 
350 on Volvo BIOM chassis operated 
by Gordon’s Coaches of Rotherham. It 
was new to Wallace Arnold. Note the 
position of the offside emergency exit. 

This page: National Express updated 
its ‘Expressliner’ from the previous 
Paramount body to the Premiere as the 
‘Expressliner IP. It retained the solid rear 
panel with the double N symbol. Vehicles 
were leased by franchisees, in this case 
Trent Motor Traction; the model was 
released in July 1998. The tampo printing 
on this release is especially fine. 

Most operators specified a rear window, 
especially after the leak issue had been 
overcome. This model is of Plymouth 
Citycoach 308 (P308 CTT). The OOC 
model is of the post-1993 coach and the 
livery complete with ‘swirls’ is again very 
well reproduced, the model was released 
in April 1999. 

One of the earlier releases was this 
model in Bus Eireann livery as used on 
Eurolines work. The coach has the one- 
piece windscreen with the wipers printed 
on in black. Mirrors are supplied in an 
easy-to-lose small plastic bag but there 
are holes drilled in the glazing for them 
to be fitted into. The poseable front 
wheels have a distinctive lean inwards 
towards the top, I feel this spoils a good 
model. This particular one was released 
in October 1998. 



A nice bright livery on this release of 
Skills Motor Coaches ‘Scenicruiser’ 

M34 TRR. This model has the two-piece 
windscreen with pantograph type wipers, 
again painted on and is also supplied with 
self-fit mirrors. This model was released 
in December 1998. 

Stagecoach also specified a variant of 
the Premiere 320 designed for medium 
distance limited stop services which was 
known as the Premiere Interurban. 

The majority of both Premiere and 
Excalibur bodies were built on 12m chassis. 
Although bodies were available on a variety 
of chassis, the Volvo B10M was by far the 
most popular choice accounting for nearly 
three quarters of the total built (including 
over 90% of Excaliburs). Other suitable 
chassis were the Dennis Javelin, DAF 
SB3000, Volvo B7R, Volvo B12 and Scania 
K93 or K113. Most of the Scanias were 
bodied with the lower 320 body, and an 
early order from Shearings for thirty K93s 
accounted for a majority of those. 

The Premiere and Excalibur were 
replaced by the Paragon and Panther 
respectively during 2002. The Prima, a 
variant of the Premiere 320 was facelifted 
into the Profile, production of this model 
continuing to 2012. 
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Despite their advancing years, there are 
still some Premieres and Excaliburs in 
service, albeit in secondary roles such as 
school transports or rail replacements. 

MODELS 

Corgi introduced the Premiere and 
Excalibur into the Original Omnibus 
Company range in April 1998. First 
impressions are that OOC has captured 
the very boxy look of the Premiere 
extremely well. As with many mass 
produced diecasts there is an element of 
compromise. The height of the body is 
correct for the 350, very slightly short on 
length and spot on for width. Some of 
the liveries are I believe actually for 320 
models. I believe the compromise also 
extends to the rear offside emergency 
exit door on the model, the lower edge of 
which is a scale 5ft from the ground. 

The model consists of a diecast lower 
and rear with diecast roof, the glazing 
is a plastic ‘sandwich’ with everything 


Released in February 1999 was this 
model of Stagecoach (Fife Scottish) 

539 (R539 GSF) on the X24 service. I 
suspect the real coach was a Premiere 
Interurban which was based on the lower 
320 model hence the lack of window over 
the entrance door. Again this model has 
the two-piece windscreen although the 
exterior mirrors are now factory fitted. 

This release in GNER livery is a little 
unusual; the OOC packaging advises that 
although a coach in this livery did exist, 
it wasn’t of this type. This model, dating 
from September 1999, is also unusual in 
that in doesn’t carry registration plates 
(presumably as the real coach didn’t 
exist as such, it was in reality a RoadCar 
Caetano Algarve-bodied Dennis Javelin) 
although the model has legal lettering for 
Yorkshire Rider (Leeds). Intriguing? 

National Express has regularly ‘wrapped’ 
one or more coaches to commemorate 
Remembrance events and OOC has 
issued two models (of the same vehicle) 
in two different schemes. This model 
of First Southern National 6184 (R813 
HWS) was the first and released in 
October 1999, also featuring a different 
style of exterior mirrors and introducing 
tinted windows and etched windscreen 
wipers. The model was issued in a special 
box, whilst the printing on this model is 
intricate and extremely well executed. 

National Holidays was a subsidiary of the 
East Yorkshire Motor Services Group. 

This model of its No 80 (T3 ONH) was 
released in May 2000. By now the front 
wheel ‘mechanism’ has been updated 
which has reduced the cant on the front 
wheels. I suspect the real coach was 
actually a 320 Premiere rather than a 350. 
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Tellings Golden Miller was based in 
Surrey and this model of their Premiere 
350 W80 TGM was released in November 
2003. Besides tinted glazing it also 
features ‘rabbit ear* mirrors, the only 
Premiere model so to do. 

Wilts & Dorset, part of the Go Ahead 
Group, used coaches on longer routes. 
This model of 3233 (R807 NUD) was 
route branded for the X33 service. The 
real coach came from City of Oxford and 
after service with Wilts & Dorset crossed 
the Solent to Southern Vectis. This 
model, dating from May 2003, appears to 
have a slight bow in its roof. 

Plenty of self-advertising on this model 
of YIB 4528, operated by The McKindless 
Group of Wishaw, Scotland. This model 
was released in March 2006 and features 
the one-piece windscreen now with 
etched wipers. 

For the time being at least, the most 
recent issue of the Premiere was this 
model of a now Stagecoach Red & White 
32300 (N450 XVA) in a very eye catching 
livery. Previously an Expressliner II, it 
was released in August 2006. 

held together by two bright metal poles. 
The rooflights are very well reproduced. 
The interiors are a base colour plastic 
with black steering wheel and coloured 
antimacassars where necessary. Wheels 
are plastic with rubber tyres; I feel these 
could be better and although the front 
axle is ‘poseable’ this causes some of 
the wheels to have a distinct cant to 
them. It is notable that the mechanism 
for turning the front wheels has been 
modified during the model’s run. There 
is also some underside detail. There have 
also been detail improvements during 
the run; early windscreen wipers are 
painted on, later ones are separate etched 
items. Mirrors are supplied in a plastic 
bag with the earlier releases, these are 
fitted and of various different styles as the 
releases have progressed. Some models 
have a gap between body and windows, 
small but it can hopefully be seen in the 
accompanying photographs. Paintwork 
and tampo decoration are both generally 
very good. There have been new issues 
since August 2006 — have we seen the 
last of this casting? 

Model numbering: Originally the 
Premieres were numbered in the 43300 
series; however when OOC added the 
OM prefix, Excaliburs were given the 
OM43800 series but a few have been 
issued with OM43300 series numbers 
causing a little confusion. The Excaliburs 
will have to wait for another day. 
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The ultimate solution to the problems of collecting old buses is a bit of an e-ffrontery 
reckons NICK LARKIN. And what is a racing car doing on a bus museum wall? 


PUTTING ON A 
FRONT! 

Here it is finally — a way of 
enjoying bus preservation but 
without storage problems and 
fuel costs. 

It’s all a bit of a front though. 

I mean collecting front panels, 
complete with registration 
numbers to be precise. If you 
carefully squat next to these at 
the right angle, well, it’s almost 
like kneeling next to the actual 
bus! Honestly that’s true with 
a little imagination, or have I 
been working a little too hard 
of late? 

Or, of course, if you have 
one actual vehicle and with your 
collection of appropriate front 
panels you could re-create an 
entire fleet! 

My inspiration for this 
came from Southdown 
preservationist extraordinaire 
Chris Pearce, who is selling 
some front panels to help 




fund a variety of projects. 

Among the collection on 
offer at £50 each (call Chris on 
07917 752053 to purchase and 
arrange delivery, presumably 
by a panel van!) are items from 
London MCW Metrobuses, 
a Yorkshire Traction Leyland 
Olympian and various Greater 
Manchester Leyland Atlanteans, 
including HNB 27N, which 
carries London & Country 
livery as a souvenir of its time 
with that operator. 

Since this revelation, I have 
been noticing some interesting 
panels on museum walls, both 
at the Lincolnshire Vintage 
Vehicle Society’s premises 
and the just officially opened 
Delaine Museum. 

Maybe it would be fun to 
keep a notebook listing 
all registrations of front 
panels spotted, and I’m 
sure many television 
companies would be 
delighted to feature this 
new trendy hobby, Well, 
they always want ideas 
for new panel games! 

And there’s no 
need to just hang your 
collection on the wall. They 
could make a nice fence or 
windbreak on days out at the 
beach, and even patch that 
leaky roof! 

Or if you could carefully site 
the panel in your garden as a 
sort of tombstone in memory 
of the presumably deceased 
rest of the bus. 














































PANEL CONFESSION 

Following discussions with 
several people on the subject of 
‘preserved’ front panels, I been 
forced to affect that yes, I am in 
possession of such an item, that 
of deceased Hartlepool Bristol 
RE, JAJ 294N. 

This ECW-bodied bus began 
its career in 1975 as part of the 
operator’s last batch of Bristol 
REs, JAJ 292-296N. 

Withdrawn by Stagecoach 
after 22 years service the bus 
was dispatched to die painfully 
in the shadow of power station 
cooling towers at Whitings of 
Ferrybridge, along with sister 
vehicles GEF I89N and MEF 7IJ. 

I was allowed to photograph 
this scene while getting some 
spares. I remembered seeing JAJ 


294N’s panel lying seductively in 
the shattered vehicle. 

But obviously there was 
no point in buying it as the 
Hartlepool RE I owned, LEF 
60H still had its own front panel 
already happily attached. 

So I was genuinely concerned 
that somehow I had acquired 
the unit from 94 but had no 
idea how I came by it. I never 
remembered handing over any 
money or battling to get this 
huge piece of flapping fibreglass 
into a vehicle. None of that any 
sane person would forget. 

Maybe there was a Bus Panel 
Robin Hood who stole items 
from rich scrapyard owners to 
give to poor enthusiasts. 

I think the unit must have 
been thrown in with the 


purchase of another RE, GEF 
191N. The previous owners 
must have snapped up 94’s 
frontal lobe at the eleventh hour 


' r 


on a visit to Whitings. At least I 
hope that’s what happened. 

Psst, anyone fancy a front 
panel? Going cheap! 


I 
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MORE ON ‘REPLICA’ BEDFORD 

Many thanks to John Wakefield, Kevin Pankhurst and others who 
have provided history on the Bedford VAL presented as a replica 
of the vehicle from film The Italian Job, following the request in 
last month’s ‘Off Route’. The celluloid star was Harrington-bodied 
of course. 

The replica, with a 56 seat Willowbrook bus body, began its 
career with Wigmore of Dinnington in October 1970 as FYG 
663J. It was sold to Kirkby (dealer) in November 1972, passing 
to Abbey Coachways of Selby the following month. The Bedford 
was soon re-seated with 53 Plaxton coach seats. In 3/90 it passed 
to Mr Watts in Bury for preservation. He sold the bus to Russell 
Price in Bishops Castle for continued preservation by 1992. 

Jim Lock of Shobdon acquired the vehicle when he acquired the 
Shobdon yard where it stood, and the bus was sold in 2017 to the 
present owner, being re registered RCA 50IB. 



GREYHOUND REMEMBERED 

We’ve just been thinking that the 
phenomenon of contractor’s buses, 
where building firms and the like used 
superannuated vehicles to ferry workers to 
building sites, has disappeared nowadays. 

There are still a few vehicles ferrying 
agricultural labourers, and you could 
count the Somerset Passenger Solutions 
operation for workers involved in 
construction work at Hinkley Point power 
station but this uses modern vehicles. 

Years ago you would see a well past its 
best contractor’s bus, or buses parked in 
many towns, 

Greyhound vehicles were a familiar sight 
around Yorkshire. Nothing to do with the 
legendary US coach operator, though we 
wonder if any American tourists ever got 
confused. 

Though it was often sad to see once 
immaculate frontline coaches now tatty 
heaps, at least they survived and quite a few 
contract vehicles made it into preservation. 

Hope you like this picture of Greyhound 


vehicles found during an archive rummage. 
HDD 653 was a Duple-bodied Bristol L 
new to Black & White in 1948. BTR 306, a 
Bristol K with ECW bodywork, originated 
with Hants & Dorset in 1949 and DMO 656 
was an L6A with ECW bodywork delivered 
to Thames Valley in 1948. 


JHN 364 was a 1947 Bristol L5G with 
ECW body originating with United in 
December 1947, whilst Guy Arab HGC 191 
began its career with London Transport in 
November 1935, sporting a Duple body, in 
1953 receiving an Alexander body as part of 
its new life with Western SMT. 



ARAB INVASION 

We had to bring you this 
wonderful just discovered 
image, apparently taken in 
Edinburgh, of a brave traffic 
policeman risking being eaten 
by 1950 Guy Arab BCN 619. 

The bus was new to 
Gateshead & District in 
I959and had bodywork finished 
on Park Royal frames. 

It passed to the owner 
shown in the picture, the 
Darlington Insulation Co Ltd 
in 1962. This firm, founded in 
1948, fitted asbestos insulation 
over a wide area, sadly before 
its dangers were known. Also 
in the picture is a vehicle which 
could hardly be in greater 
contrast to the rugged Guy. 
VWG 387 was an Alexander 
Y-Type-bodied Leyland Leopard. 
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MUSEUM MUSINGS 

I was most grateful to 
have been invited to the 
official opening of legendary 
Lincolnshire operator 
Delaine’s new museum, which 
with five preserved buses 
at its centrepiece really is 
magnificent. 

In his opening speech, managing 
director, Anthony Delaine- 
Smith revealed something 
truly awe-inspiring about his 
late father Hugh’s attitude to 
visitors. 

‘He always welcomed bus 
enthusiasts and photographers 
to the premises as he believed 
they were recording the history 
of the company and if you look 
around today at some of the 
articles and photos you can 
see now right he was,’ said 
Anthony. 

If only many other operators 
had felt the same way think 
how many lost gems would be 
recorded on film. 

Every visit to this museum 
makes you notice something 
unusual and I did have to ask 
what a child’s model racing car 
was doing attached to the wall. 
Were these vehicles used by 
Delaine as feeder vehicles for 
school services in more remote 
areas or something? 

Er no. Raymond Mays, 
legendary racing driver and 
founder of ERA (English Racing 
Automobiles) lived in Bourne 
all his life and the museum 
stands on part of his former 
workshops. 

His Stanley-BRM Formula 
I race team produced 750 of 
these electric cars in 1978 to 
supplement its income. 

Running on Lucas battery 
power, an initial 500 of the cars 
were commissioned by the 
Saudi Royal Family, 12 went to 


the Thorpe Park theme park 
and the remainder sold through 
Harrod’s at £490 each! 

This picture of GTL 825E, 
a 1967 Bedford VAL 14/Duple 


Vega Major (C52F.) is seen 
on the forecourt of Raymond 
Mays garage opposite the 
depot during an enthusiasts 
group visit in August 1970. A 


young Anthony Delaine-Smith, 
today managing director, is the 
passenger. 

Pictures: DELAINE HERITAGE 
TRUST/NICK LARKIN 



August 2019 


61 
























BUSFLIX FILMS 


BUSFLIX 


BUSFLIX 


BUSFLIX 


BUSFLIX 



B-tatotvfr&Pana routerhsters 

1BIJS.9? Tra 5$ JMC *988-9* Time £3C 



BUSFLIX 179 

County Durham 


OOMrate* CIO 



NEW RELEASES NOW IN STOCK: 


BUSFLIX SERIES MOST RECENT TITLES 

BF 179 County Durham 

£10.00 

BF 178 Devon 

£10.00 

BF 177 Northamptonshire 

£8.00 

BF 176 Sheffield 

£10.00 

BF 175 North Staffordshire 

£10.00 

BF 174 Gateshead 

£10.00 

BF 173 Newcastle upon Tyne 

£10.00 


ae _ 

OUR NEW RANGE BUSES AT WORK COVERING SPECIFIC VEHICLE TYPES, STARTING WTTH THE 
LEYLAND NA TIONAL. NEWTITLES AR RIVING FREQUENTLY 

BUSFLIX 178 


& 


LOOKING BACK AT BUSES MOST RECENT TITLES 

LB 117 Isle of Wight 1996-2005 

£10.00 

LB 116 Isle of Wight 1996 

£10.00 

LB 115 Crawley Part2 2001/2 

£10.00 

LB 114 Crawley Parti 1996-2000 

£10.00 

LB 113 Hampshire 1996 - 2005 

£10.00 

LB 112 Portsmouth Navy Day 2003 Part 2 

£10.00 


PUBLICATIONS 

TITLE Book Download 

Northern General Group 1950-1986 £9.75 £6.50 

Focusing on the Bristol VR £9.75 £6.50 

Newcastle buses in the 50’S & 60’S pt 1 £6.00 £3.50 
Newcastle buses in the 50’S & 60’S pt 2 £6.00 £3.50 
North East Municipals 50’s—80’s £9.00 £6.00 



NEW SERIES—Buses at Work. 

BAW 1 Leyland Nationals Part 1 £10.00 

BAW 2 Leyland Nationals Part 2 £10.00 

BAW 3 Leyland Nationals Part 3 £10.00 

BAW 4 Leyland Nationals Part 4 £10.00 

BAW 5 Leyland Nationals Part 5 £10.00 

BAW 6 Bristol VR's Part 1 £10.00 

BAW 7 Bristol VR's Part2 £10.00 

BAW 8 Routemasters £10.00 


WWW.BUSFLIXFILMS.COM 

Order by telephone with creditor debit card, (Monday—Friday evenings 1900—2100) 01709 769507 or by mail. Please make cheques payable to 
D. Robinson. 14 StPhilips Close, Maltby, Rotherham S66 8NJ S.A.E. FOR LIST P&P one film or book £2.70, Two films or books £3.25, Three or more £4.50 
(Newcastle books £1.75 for 1 or £2.70 for both). Follow us on Facebook. See our stall at selected bus rallies all over the UK 


Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

or 

Do you want to insure with ZENITH MARQUE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Zenith Marque Insurance, 
Rigton Insurance Services 
Ltd, Chartered Insurance 
Brokers, are now offering a 
number of schemes for all 
preserved, classic and vintage 
vehicle owners. 



An enthusiast? An operator? 

Then you don’t want to insure with anybody else 



ZENITH 

MARQUE 


You can expect cover for 

•Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, vans, trucks, military 
vehicles, fire engines, ambulances and many more 
•Preserved vehicles of all ages 
•Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies 
•Social, domestic and pleasure use 
•Free bus services 
•Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age 

We offer you 

•A wealth of Underwriting expertise 
•GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 
•Personal and professional service 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 


Tel: 01943 662345 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Zenith Marque Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Fax: 01943 875529 
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UEHICLl: East Kent 1959 open-top AEC Regent V. 

DETAILS: PFN 872. Park Royal body. Chassi /engine/gearbox/ axles brakes good; starts first 
time. Needs complete refurbishment, no glass or floors, gutted. Located Ely, Cambs 
Lots of pictures available. Must sell, all reasonable offers considered. 

CONTACT: Email kevin@strike-research.org 


ADVERTISING RATES 



Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

E-mail your requirements to us. All correspondence should be marked as 
‘ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 


TRADE ADVERTISING 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 






































BUSES AND COACHES FOR SALE 




EBERVAT1Q 


FOR TRADE ADVERTISING 

Call Sandra on 

^45 024 76616930 


or send an e-mail to: 
presbusps2@btinternet.com 


BE SMART USEBUSMART! 


1985 Ex Midland Scottish Leyland Leopard with Alexander T-type 
coach bodywork, largely fully restcxz'ored externally and with some 
work to be done internally. High-back coach seats need attention 
to backing fabric. Vehicle in good condition mechanically and will be 
brought to, and submitted for Class 5 MOT test standard prior to 
sale. At present, dry stored in Bus Museum environment. £3,000 ono. 



Setra S2I0H. Mercedes Benz V6 Turbo Intercooled 270HP. 

New in 1995 to Wings of Uxbridge. Air con, air suspension, new 
tyres, re trimmed interior five years ago, six speed H-Pattern 
ZF transmission, new radiator, total underbody and battery tray 
refurbishment in 2017 with big service also completed, some new 
body paint, exceptionally nice tidy condition. Very rare coach. Viewing 
essential. £7,950.00 can deliver for additional cost on low loader. Tel 
07973616604 

1980 Bristol VR, ex Southern Vectis Spent its entire service 
life on the Isle of Wight, converted to open top in 2000 for use on 
sightseeing services and withdrawn at the end of 2008. Acquired by the 
present owner in 2014 and much work undertaken since - new upper 
deck floor and seats, new kingpins, overhauled front axle, refurbished 
front nearside spring, and much more besides. Drives very well, strong 
engine and gearbox. Class 5 MOT to June 2019, but can MOT for 
another year if required. Genuine reason for sale. £10,495 or near offer. 
Contact Jimmy 

hotmail.com or 07876 183844. 

Bristol single¬ 
deck bus 

Mechanically 
complete. 

Gardner 5LW 
£2,500 contact 
Rush Green 
Motors on 
01438 354174. 

(Trade). 



BUS AND COACH PARTS FOR SALE 



Green moquette rolls available ring mike on 01522 722705 


RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDFORD, B.M.C, COMMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDDON, THORNYCROFT, VOLVO etc. 


BUS AND COACH PARTS WANTED 



10 Bus Seat Cigarette 
Stubbers as illustrated or 
similar for the restoration 
of my ex-Gash Daimler 
Graham Mob: 07973 272659 
email: chickenmaxl @ntlworld. 
com 


Skylight to fit a 1963 Bedford 
J2 Plaxton Embassy (pictured) 
or anyone know of a company 
that could make one in plastic 
moulding? Please call Steve on 
07721 377720 or email info@ 
empresscoaches.com 

Midland Red destination blinds for on going S23 preservation. 
Prefer CE, SA or SS .Tel Colin 07801 983625. 

Chassis manuals for Albion Nimbus/Claymore chassis (for EBW 
II2B) section H-W. Copies acceptable. Carriage refunded. Call Paul 
07759 362234. 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 


Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays • We Have an Extensive Range 

of Parts in Stock and also 

• Highest-End Restorations Available to Order 


• Custom Renovations 


• Insurance Approved 


• Our Experienced and Friendly 
Staff Provide Both Impartial 
and Friendly Advice 



and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Telephone: 01723 892997 

E-mail: cobusuk@btconnect.com 
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RESTORATION SERVICES 


Central 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE 


Bus Restorations Ltd 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 
e-mail markl969owen@hotmail.co.uk 
or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 


www.keypublishing.com/shop 


SPARE PARTS SERVICE: We have Lodekka gearbox and axles available; 

Dennis Lancet 5 sp. gearbox; PD gearboxes ; RT engine, etc. 
WANTED: PD differential; Leyland National windscreens; Lodekka wings. 


1227 

SHOP 


London's Heritage 


For a great selection 
of books, DVDs, 
magazines and 
models visit: 


Classic Bus 


from 

specialist bookshops, 
imanyWH Smith 
brandies 
or by post from 


Classic Bus Publishing Ltd 
18 Brunstane Road 
Edinburgh EH15 2QJ 


Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 


Traditional coachpainting. 


We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


LET US SELL 


Do you have to unload a project that has 
now become a burden? Is your landlord, 
wife or partner being unreasonable? 
We may be able to help by marketing 
your bus, completing unfinished work 
if necessary and resolving the problem 
for you. 

We are the specialists for classic 
buses in the UK. Our job is to field the 
enquiries, humour the tyre-kickers and 
work to match a vehicle to a need. With 
no hassle for you. Our Sale or Return 
Scheme offers the chance to: 

• Store your bus at no cost in secure 
facilities. 

• Respect any conditions you may wish 
to make (e.g. UK preservation only). 

• Sell it on your behalf at an agreed 
price. 

• We have in-house coachbuilding 
facilities to complete a restoration. 


We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 


Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 


Telephone: 

01291 689361 


E-mail Bob at The Classic Bus Centre: 

classicbuscentre@gmail.com 


you'd be 
surprised 
who 
reads it 


If you like old buses, you'll love 
this gorgeous magazine, 
full of fascinating articles and 
nostalgic pictures that give 
you an insight into the stoiy 
of how we got to where 
we are today 


If it's good enough for 
James Freeman, we reckon 
you'llenjoy it, too. 


YOUR BUS FOR YOU! 
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BOWDEN PUBLISHING 



RT Memories 

Capital Service For Forty-Years 

A4 Softback 84 pages 

A profusely illustrated review of the famous 
London RT class in service from 1939 to 1979. 

£16.00 


an Tocus 7 : RTL REQUI EM 

A5 Softback 44 pages 

A world-wide pictorial review of the 
London RTL bus spanning 70 years of service. 


•U3SB 



£ 8.00 


NEW 


TP| RTW 

/Tj LONDON WIDE 


Ribble 

Celebrating the Centenary 
of an Iconic Bus Company 

194 pages Hard Back - £38.00 

Roger Davies, who once worked for Ribble, 
explores the character, operations and 
territory of this much-loved bus company. 




Loughborough’s Buses 
- The deregulated years 
by Keith Shayshutt 

64 page A4 softback book - £ 17.95 

A review of the changing bus scene in this 
Leicestershire town from October 1986 to 
the present day showing how today’s network 
has evolved. 


LwighborouglTs 

Buses 

7 fie dienegtiipftfcJ yiw'; 




London Transport 
Country Area Garages 

A4 Hardback 183 pages 

A profusely illustrated survey of all the bus 
garages operated by the 
London Transport Country Area 
from 1933 to 1969. 

All long serving garages 
incorporate a map of their location. 


an Tocus 8: RTW LONDON Wl DE 

A5 Softback 44 pages 

A further book in this growing series 
celebrating 70 years since the introduction 
of London’s first 8 feet-wide motorbus that 
entered service in May 1949. 

£ 8.00 


Bournemouth 
Bus & Coach 
Station 

by John Weager 

136 page A4 softback book - £25.00 

A historic record of this well known 
transport hub that served the people of 
Bournemouth from 1931 to 1976 and its 
subsequent demise. 


Available post free from Bowden Publishing at 
21 Forde Avenue, Bromley, BRI 3EU. 

Please make cheques payable to Bowden Publishing 



Midland Red Buses by M.W. Greenwood, 
hardback plus cover, 96 unmarked pages, great 
b/w photos, £3.75, excellent s/h condition 
07399 359072 

Buses magazine complete set 1992- 

6 collect from MWTP 4 James Carter Rd 
Colchester C03 9XA. 

Modem Bus/Coach Timetables Books, Service Manuals, 
miscellaneous Publications and a DVD for sale. Surplus to own collection 
(mainly duplicates). Timetables (60s, 70s, 80s and later) from mainly 
south west England, small quantity from elsewhere in UK (some with 
marking due to water damage) from 50p* to £3*. Books in very good 
condition. Service Manuals/Parts lists for Bristol L, Leyland 680, Land 
Rover. Miscellaneous original PSV Circle publications from 60s. DVD 
‘Classic Buses & Coaches’. *AII items plus postage, which can be advised 
on enquiry. Please email Terry Britton at tandmbritton@outlook. 
com for list(s) stating particular interests or text me on 07808 929889. 


PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


Views of Rawtenstall Corporation Leyland PD2 No 8 KTE 728 
on the 1970 Trans-Pennine Rally, & Rossendale Bristol LH No 50 SND 
550X on the 1998 Blackpool to Southport Rally. Also sildes of ex 
Rossendale vehicles with subsequent operators or in scrapyards. Details 
please to G S Young Tel No 07963500435 or fte630b@yahoo.co.uk 

Quality slide or photographic collections purchased for cash: 
best prices paid. Call Sandra: 024 7661 6930 or E-mail: presbusps2@ 
btinternet.com. 

Unwanted prints of old coaches from 1960s to 1990s especially 
Country Lion, Northampton; Cantabrica Coaches, Watford; County 
Travel, Leicester and Jeffs. Helmdon. John Bland Flat 60 Block 3 
Memdale Court Memdale Road Wolverhampton. WV3 9LD. 


MODELS WANTED 



PHOTOGRAPHS FOR SALE 


6x4 size colour @ 30p each post free minimum order 15 prints. 
Fleets include Go South Coast, First Hampshire & Dorset, and 
Stagecoach South. Other 2019 locations include Basingstoke, Exeter, 
London, Manchester, Reading & Swindon. For Lists, please email: 
david@oborn.co.uk stating operator/bus types required. List requests 
by post to: 25 Canford View Drive, WIMBORNE, Dorset BH2I 2UW. 

Downsizing a large collection of B&W photos pre 2000 Jersey, 
Guernsey, Scottish , Malta and London coach operators SAE for lists 
from Bob White 4 James Carter Rd Colchester C03 9XA 

2000+ London Bus photos for sale. Most are purchased images but 
due to a change in circumstances they are for sale as a job lot. Good mix 
of vehicle types illustrated, mainly colour but a few b/w oldies in as well. 
Open to offers please contact me via email at steven.morritt@sky.com 



Graham models 
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTEFACTS FOR SALE 
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Midland Red 
shoulder badges 
and buttons - 

£12. including post 
and packing. Call 
Rob on 07980 
750700 or e-mail: 
4070bdsmkoh@ 
gmx.com 


SOCETIES 


We meet fortnightly in winter in Lancaster, usually with a presentation 
by one of our local members, although we do have guest presenters 
from the industry once or twice a year. We produce a monthly 
illustrated newssheet delivered by post or e-mail mainly devoted to 
past and present in the area and membership costs just £6. Contact 
Ton daveberry20@tiscali.co.uk or 01524 874786. 


EVENTS 


EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 6/7 JULY 

East Anglia Transport Museum. Eastern Transport Collection 
Society 50th Anniversary. 11.00-17.00. The Eastern Transport 
Collection Society is organising this event with as many visiting 
former Eastern Counties & other local operator buses as possible. 

Free park & ride service. Free bus services to Beccles & Lowestoft. 

BBQ in the park, trade stands & static exhibits. East Anglia Transport 
Museum, Chapel Rd, Carlton Colville, Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 8BL. 
Details: 01502 518459, admin@eatransportmuseum.co.uk or www. 
eatransportmuseum.co.uk 

North Norfolk Railway. Vintage Transport Festival. Holt Station 
NR25 6AJ. Vintage bus rally (Saturday), Vintage Transport Festival 
(Sunday). Entries/details: bus@johnrstewart.co.uk 


SUNDAY 7 JULY 

Eastbourne Vintage Bus Running Day. East Sussex Omnibus Society, 
Eastbourne railway station. Vintage bus services along seafront & through 
Meads, to Pevensey Bay, Bexhill-on-Sea, Polegate, Hailsham, Beachy 
Head & Birling Gap. Details: Steven Wood 07730 162605 or steven. 
wood@clara.co.uk. Programmes: £7.50 (A5 SAE) from Steven Wood, 97 
Fordwich Rise, Hertford SGI4 2DF one month in advance or £8 on day 

Leyland Society 21st Annual Gathering. British Commercial 
Vehicle Museum, Leyland, Lancs. Open to models from all manufacturers 
that became part of British Leyland (AEC, Bristol, Daimler, Leyland, Guy, 
Scammell). Vehicle entry form available to download from the Society’s 
website or by sending an sae to Gary Dwyer, 8 St Mary’s Close, West 
Street, Sompting, Lancing, West Sussex BN 15 OAF. Membership & event 
details: www.leylandsociety.co.uk & www.bcvm.co.uk 

Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust. Open Sunday. 11.00-16.00. 
Admission £5, child/senior £3, family £12. Details: Glasgow Vintage 
Vehicle Trust, 76 Fordneuk Street, Glasgow G40 3AH, info@gvvt.org 
or www.gvvt.org 

National Tramway Museum. Classic Motorcycle Day. In 

conjunction with the Vincent Owners Club. Welcoming pre-booked 
classic motorcycles built prior to 1995 (see website for full details). 
Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission 
£17.50, senior £14, child 4-15 £10.50, family (2A+3C) £40.50, less- 
abled adult/senior £11, less-abled child 4-15 £7.50. Details: enquiry@ 
tramway.co.uk, 01773 854321 orwww.tramway.co.uk 


SUNDAY 7 JULY 

Oxford Bus Museum. Open Day. Free vintage bus rides at 1 1.30 & 
14.30. Open 10.30-16.30. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 
0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 orwww.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Whitley Bay Bus Rally. The Links, Whitley Bay. www.nebpt.co.uk 


SATURDAY 13 JULY 

Bourne, Lines. Delaine Bus Museum Bourne, Lines. Delaine 
Bus Museum, Spalding Road, Bourne PEIO 9LE. 12.00-16.00. Details: 
www.delaineheritagetrust.org 

Lancashire Model Bus Show. Nelson Independent Methodist 
Church, Netherfield Road, Nelson, Lancashire BB9 9AW. Admission 
£3, accompanied u15 £1.50, under 5 free. 1000-1600. Refreshments. 
Details: krdiggins@live.co.uk 

Newark Bus Running Day. Celebrating centenary of W Gash & Sons. 
Mini running day Newark town centre. 10.00-16.00. Former Gash & 
Lincolnshire Road Car buses running free local services. Details: 01522 
500566, 01522 722705, 07776 041076, www.lvvs.org.uk, info@lvvs.org. 
uk, Facebook or Twitter 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 13/14 JULY 

London Transport Museum. Family Fun Open Weekend at 
Acton Depot. Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 
Gunnersbury Lane W3 9BQ. Details: www.ltmuseum.co.uk 


SUNDAY 14 JULY 

Aston Manor (Aldridge) Transport Museum. 32nd Annual 
Open Day. Vehicle displays, free bus services & sales stands. 
Shenstone Drive, off Northgate, Aldridge, West Midlands WS9 8TP. 
Admission £5, £2 children, £13 family ticket (2+3). Details: 01922 
454761, www.amrtm.org or Facebook 



_4?,?r 

NEWTON ABBOT RACECOURSE 

1000-1600 SUNDAY 4 AUGUST 

DEVON GENERAL 
CENTENARY 2019 

BUS RALLY & 

RUNNING DAY 

LARGEST GATHERING OF DEVON GENERAL 

BUSES AND COACHES, PLUS OTHERS 


SUPPORTED BY 


O Stagecoach 
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Adults £7 Under 16’s £2 


For more information please visit 


www.southdownnational.com 

www.tinkerspark.com 


Model railway show • At least 20 layouts • Narrow gauge railway 
Traction engine trailer rides • Various transport related stands 
Organ museum • Programmes • On-site light refreshments 
Free bus service to and from site • Free car parking 
A272, Hadlow Down, Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 4HS 


A Gmcftu/dlij, Oojj, Quo 



MID-SUSSEX 

TRANSPORT FAIR 


Saturday 10 th August 2019 
10.00-15.00 

CLAIR HALL 

Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath, RH16 3DN 

Admission £2.00 (Accompanied U16 Free) 

Close to Haywards Heath railway station 


Buses, coaches and railway related items 
for sale including: 

Books, DVDs, ephemera, magazines, memorabilia, models, 
photographs, postcards, tickets, videos, etc. 

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE 


Enquiries: Julian Bowden, 21 Forde Avenue, 
Bromley, BRi 3 EU (SAE please) 

Mob: 07932 812268 



On the Buses - 10 th Anniversary 

Sunday 1 st September 2019 10am - 4pm 


At Bewdley Severn Valley Railway Station 



Qstagecoach west 


ions include... 

wide range of buses from the past 
i the present 
ales stands selling bus 
emorabilia and related items 
ree rides around Bewdley and 
tourporton buses from different 
as 

Special appearance 
from Stagecoach West, 

Gloucester Depot. 


Admission £2 per person or free entry 
with a valid SVR train ticket. 


Organised and operated by volunteers at Bewdley Station, Admission fee goes towards the 
upkeep of the station. All attractions subject to availability. 

Parking is not available on site during this event Free parking is located at The Bewdley 
School, approximately a 5 minute walk away from the station. 

The Railway Station, Bewdley, Worcestershire, DY12 1DP 
Enquiries: onthebuses@bewdleystation.co.uk 


August 2019 
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© Stagecoach 


in South Wales 


Family Cwmbran Depot Open Day 

Come and Celebrate 90 years of WESTERN WELSH by exploring behind the 
scenes at the last operational bus depot of the old firm and one of the largest 
still used by Stagecoach in South Wales. 

Saturday 8 th September 2019 10 am to 4 pm 

St David's Road, Cwmbran, NP44 1PD 

• An array of vehicles both past and present 

• Transport related stalls 

• Refreshments available 

• And plenty more 

GETTING THERE: 

Cwmbran Bus Station is a 5 minute walk to/from the Stagecoach Bus Depot. 
Regular local Stagecoach buses to and from Cwmbran Bus Station: (Newport X24) 
Cwmbran Railway Station is close by and car parking whilst NOT available on site of 
Cwmbran bus depot there are several public car parks in Cwmbran Town Centre. 




In 1929 the Great Western Railway company decided to link up with the South Wales 
Commercial Motors bus firm to better coordinate services. The GWR had buses based across 
West Wales and at Abergavenny and Pontypool, whilst those of SWCM covered the Cardiff 
and Bridgend area. This formed WESTERN WELSH. The new company soon developed a 
network of routes and Western Welsh absorbed over 40 local companies; such as Western 
Valleys (Newbridge), Eastern Valleys (Pontnewynydd), and Greens (Haverfordwest). The 
Western Welsh Cwmbran bus depot opened under modernisation plans in 1963. 




0 


THE WESTERN WELSH 90 th ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND 
A heritage bus Running Day will be held on the Sunday 9 th September 2019 at 
StflflPCnfirH T ^ e Bus De P ot Barr y organised by the Cardiff Transport Preservation Group: 
J www.ctpg.co.uk 



Society 


Calling all bus, air, railway and shipping enthusiasts! 

15th ANNUAL TRANSPORT 
COLLECTORS' FAIR 

PUDSEY CW1C HALL, LEEDS 

Saturday 26th October 2019 

Doors open 10am until 3pm. 

Over 100 stalls selling all manner of transport related 
memorabillia, books, photographs, tickets, metalwork and railwayana. 

Refreshments available from 10am to 3pm 

Admission 
Only £2 

Venue: 400yds from 
New Pudsey Station. 

Near the junction of the A6120 Leeds Ring Road 
and the A647 Leeds to Bradford Road at 'Dawson's Comer' 
About 2 mites from the centre of Pudsey 

Chric Halt signposted - Free car parking adjacent to Mali 
QWLCOTE5 SHOPPING CENTRE NEARBY 

Enquiries to: Barry ftennlton 0113 236 3695 
rennison ernai Lco.uk 







www.samuelledgardsociety.org.uk 


Towns, district 

A Transport » Trust Ltd A 


The 2nd Great Harwood 


Iain Bonner Memorial 



Bus Rally & Running 
Day 2019 


Refreshments 

Vehicle Judging 





Regular Trips 

Indoor Stalls 


Take a look at our ongoing 
restoration projects 


for 


fun 


d nv 


out 


Corrib 




us 


TAL 

Transport Auctions of London 


TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The Specialist Auction House for 

TRANSPORT COLLECTABLES 

Bus, Coach, Tram, Trolleybus & Rail 

Signs & plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination 
blinds, tickets & ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 
3 sales a year at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon CR9 5AA 
Viewing from 9:30am, sales start at 11:00 
Join us in the saleroom or bid online 

Next sale: Saturday 26 October 2019 

• Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 

• Quality items for buyers, excellent prices for vendors 

• Free expert advice & valuations, cash offers available 

• Comprehensive, illustrated catalogues, free by email 

• Prompt payments to vendors 


IMOV 


Now welcoming entries for our October sale 
Contact us for free advice and valuations 

enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 
www.transportauctionslondon.com 
For updates, visit our website or 
follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 
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SUNDAY 14 JULY 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum. Open Day. Unit 9, 

Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH. 10.30-16.00. Shop & 
cafe open. Free shuttle bus from Rotherham, Greasbrough Road (The 
Trades), hourly 10.45-14.45. Admission £5, concession £3.50, accompanied 
u 16 free. Details: 07828 068484, info@sytm.co.uk or www.sytm.co.uk 

Ipswich Transport Museum. Commercial Vehicle Day. Visiting 
restored commercial vehicles from local area. 11.00-16.00. Admission 
£5.50, child £3.50, concession £5, family £16 (up to 2+3). Ipswich 
Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 
9JD. Details: 01473 715666, enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 
or www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

National Tramway Museum. Tram models running in Exhibition 
Hall (David Gould layout). 10.00- 17.30. Crich Tramway Village, near 
Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission £17.50, senior £14, child 4-15 
£10.50, family (2A+3C) £40.50, less-abled adult/senior £11, less-abled 
child 4-15 £7.50. Details: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, 01773 854321 or 
www.tramway.co.uk 

Tavistock Mini Running Day - All Change! The passage from 

1968 to 1969. Vehicles of types operating from Tavistock 50 years ago 
on services to Princetown & Lydford, into Cornwall, to the banks of 
the Tamar & surrounding villages. Details: TV&GWOT, Ledger Farm, 
Forest Green Road, Fifield, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 2NR, 07990 505373, 
davidsheppard@tvagwot.org.uk or www.tvagwot.org.uk 

Peterborough Bus & Commercial Vehicle Show. Sacrewell 
Farm at the A47/AI junction near Peterborough PE8 6HJ. 10.00-16.00. 
Details: www.busrally.co.uk 

Merseyside Transport Trust Running Day. Osprey Place, Burscough 
Industrial Estate, Burscough, nr Ormskirk, L40 8TG. www.mttrust.co.uk 


TRANSPORT 

Museum 

WYTHALL 


Chapel Lane, Wythall, 
Worcestershire B47 6JA 
www.wythall.org.uk 

Tel: 01564 826471 
registered charity no 1167872 
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Open from 
30th March to 
30th October 

Saturdays, 
Sundays & 
Bank Holidays 

Also Wednesdays 
during school 
holidays 

Three classic bus 
services also run on 
Saturdays & 
Wednesdays 
during school holidays 
12.30, 1.30 & 3.30 


EVENT DAYS 2019 


(open 10.30am—5pm) 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY 

SUNDAY & MONDAY 
25th & 26th AUGUST 

AUTUMN RUNNING DAY 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 6th 
Including WMPTE 50, 

50 years since we waved goodbye to 
the corporation fleets 

TWILIGHT RUNNING DAY 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 26th 
OPEN llam-7pm 



MUSEUMS 


Aldridge Transport Museum 2019 


Invite you to our Main Event of the Year 



Annuai 

CPEN& 

Running 
Day 


Sunday 14 th J uly 10:00 to 16:00 


A West Bromwich Theme - but lots of other operators too. 

Buses to look at and ride on FREE all day. 

Tesla Cars - displaying the quickest ever 4-door saloon! 
Inside the Museum, a special West Bromwich Display, 
Sales stands, Museum exhibits 


Free Feeder Buses from Walsall 

Departs Walsall (Hatherton Road) 10:20 and every 30 minutes to 16:20 
We intend to run to timetable, but no departures or connections can be 
guaranteed - check for late news. 

Event Admission £5 adult, £2 child, £13 family 


Aston Manor Road Transport Museum 

Open Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays, 10:30 to 16:00 
Normal Admission £3 adult, £2 child, £9 family 
Shenstone Drive, Off Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TP 
www. amrtm. org 01922454761 Registered Charity no. 519216 



["ALDRIDGE 




DEWSBURY BUS MUSEU 

Summer Spectacular 


at the 


MILL OUTLET, BATLEY, WF17 5LZ 


Sunday, 11 th August 2019 

10.30 am to 4.30 pm 


Bus Museum Cafe 




Fun for ALL the family 


at The Mill Outlet 


Telephone: 01924 265528 

www.facebppk.cmii/grpupi/dew^burvbuSTriuseum www.dewsburybusmuseum.org 

Registered Charity No. 702232 


Free shuttle service between the 
Mill Outlet & the Bus Museum 

Free Feeder Services 
Visiting Buses 
Trade Stalls at the Museum 
25 Running Vehicles 

Tombola Fun 


“Back in Service 
after 45 years absence” 


August 2019 
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PWm NEWS 


Presbus Publishing 
Safestore UK, I Cyan Business Park 
Coventry, CV2 4QP 
E-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 



1 VISIT OUR SALES STAND 

AT THE FOLLOWING EVENTS 


WALSALL Sunday 13 July Aston Manor Open Day 

POTTERS BAR Saturday 20 July Garage Open Day 

HOOTON PARK Sunday 11 August Open Day 

GAYDON Sunday 18 August BUSES Festival 2019 

WYTHALL Sunday/Monday 25/26 August Operating Days 





^ PVCS^MS carc * s acce P te ^ on our w 'de range of books, DVDs and back issues! 


•O 

P U B L 


I S H I N G 


(pm 


VISA 


07887 883 42 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com www.presbuspublishing.com 





we buy 

in mint condition 


Secondhand Books 
Slide Collections 


at the best prices! 


































Mail Order Book Service 


88 Presbus 

PUBLISHING 


We accept payment by credit/ 
debit cards. Please telephone or 
e-mail us to place your order. 


Mastei 


tro 


VISA 


,^^DELTA 


VISA 



Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 

Telephone: 

07887 883 421 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 


PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 


This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 



ORDER NOW 
FOR POST-FREE 
UK" DELIVERY 


(* APPLIES TO UK ORDERS ONLY - 
PLEASE CALL FOR OVERSEAS RATES) 


A SELECTION OF NEW AND RECENT TITLES 



national bus company 

DUAL PURPOSE VEHICLES 


RT MEMORIES 


THE McKINOLESS GROUP 

fiAVId tJEVOV 


13G1 
to tho 

Arriva years 


.Tom McLachlan 


RT Memories: 
Capital Service for 
40 Years 

Bowden | Dry hurst 
Bowden Publishing 
84 pages | softback 

£16.00 


The London Bus 
Guide 2019 

Carr | Visions 
192 pages | softback 

£19.95 


McKindless Group 

Devoy \ Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


Grey-Green 2: 1961 
to the Arriva Years 

Tom McLachlan 
GG Publications 
184 pages | hardback 

£33.00 


East Kent Jubilee era 

R Wallace \ Crowood Press 
160 pages | hbk 

£29.95 


Buses, Coaches & 
Recollections 96: 
1977 

H Conn | Silver Link 
64 pages | sbk £8.00 


Garaging London’s 
Red Buses 

M. Webber \ Capital 
184 pages | hbk 

£35.00 


www.presbuspublishing.com 












































































ORDER NOW AND GET 
POST-FREE UK DELIVERY 



AEC BUSES 




BRITAIN'S 

Olynnpk Hope 


LONDON TRANSPORT 


REGIONAL TRAMWAYS 


VOLVO AILSA 


CARDIFF 

TROLLEYBUSES 


BET BUSES 


Pcrcr Smirh 


SCOTLAND 



Stocks are limited, so order now to avoid disappointment! 


1 TITLE 

PUBLISHER 

WAS 

NOW 

AEC Buses since 1955 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£ 12.00 

AEC Regent V 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£ 12.00 

Around London by Trolleybus Part 1 

Adam Gordon 

£32.00 

£ 20.00 

Badgerline 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£ 14.00 

BET Buses in the 1960s 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£ 12.00 

Britain’s Olympic Hope 

Presbus Publishing 

£12.50 

£ 5.00 

British Buses 1967 

Pen & Sword 

£25.00 

£ 14.00 

Bus & Coach Preservation H’book 2011 

Presbus Publishing 

£14.95 

£ 2.00 

Cardiff Trolleybuses 

Adam Gordon 

£50.00 

£ 30.00 

Central South Buses in the 1970s 

Presbus Publishing 

£8.50 

£ 3.00 

Coachwork by Bristol Tramways 

Millstream 

£20.00 

£ 12.00 

Colours of Greater Manchester 

Capital 

£22.50 

£ 13.00 

Colours of the South Downs 

Capital 

£19.95 

£ 12.00 

Delaine 125 years service 

Venture 

£18.00 

£ 10.00 

Devon General as it was 

Adam Gordon 

£15.00 

£ 12.00 

Early Tramways in Yorkshire 

Fonthill 

£16.99 

£ 9.00 

Hastings Trolleybuses 

Adam Gordon 

£40.00 

£ 24.00 

Independent Buses of South & West Wales 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£ 10.00 

Kindston-upon-Hull Tramways 

Adam Gordon 

£50.00 

£ 30.00 

London’s Night Buses Vol 1 

Capital 

£19.95 

£ 12.00 

London’s Night Buses Vol 2 

Capital 

£30.00 

£ 18.00 

London Transport 1970-1984 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£ 14.00 

London Trolleybus Depots Part 1 

Adam Gordon 

£38.50 

£ 22.00 

Looking Back at PTE Buses 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£ 10.00 

Prestige: Gelligaer 

Venture 

£9.95 

£ 6.00 

Prestige: Sheffield United Tours 

Venture 

£9.95 

£ 6.00 

Prestige: Yorkshire Traction 2 

Venture 

£9.95 

£ 6.00 

Regional Tramways: Scotland 

Pen & Sword 

£2.00 

£ 12.00 

South Wales Buses & Coaches Remembered 

Coastal Shiping 

£17.00 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Bury 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Ellen Smith 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Hull 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Independent Operators of NW England Venture 

£18.95 

£ 12.00 

Super Prestige: Lytham St Annes 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Morecambe & Lancaster 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Oldham 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Richards Bros 

Venture 

£20.00 

£ 12.00 

Super Prestige: Rochdale 

Venture 

£15.95 

£ 9.00 

Super Prestige: Shropshire Independents 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Staffordshire Independents 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: Transport in Barrow in Furness 

Venture 

£16.95 

£ 10.00 

Super Prestige: West Mon 

Venture 

£15.95 

£ 9.00 

Swanbrook Motor Services 

Colin Martin 

£9.99 

£ 4.00 

Volvo Ailsa 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£ 12.00 


Please include a telephone number with all orders! 


MasterCard 

Maestro 




© 


We accept payment by credit/ 
debit cards. Please telephone or 
e-mail us to place your order. 


Order now for UK delivery J^ppcliijc 

Call us on: 07887 883 421 ?^u™ 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com www.presbuspublishing.com 








































ih our 12 issues 

for the pric® 




E2H3» 


tel: 01442 820580 I e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ 


Special Offer 

receive 
2 FREE 
issues! 


12 issues for the 
price of 10 when 
you subscribe 
today! 

Get a year’s 
subscription 

for only 

£48 


iscrib 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

I would like to take out a subscription to Bus & Coach Preservation, starting with the 
_issue, and claim my special offer. 

□ 12 issues - UK £48.00 □ 12 issues - Europe £82.00 □ 12 issues - ROW £92.00 

□ Quarterly Direct Debit - £14.25 per quarter (UK - 12 issues only) CODE: BCP2203 


Gift Subscription Details (if required) 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 


INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR ^S^DIRECT 

BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT b i t 

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation Subscriptions Department 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ. 
Tel: 01442 820580 Fax: 01442 827912 E-mail: bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

Service Users Number: 


4 

2 

7 

0 

4 

9 


Name of Bank / Building Society:_ 

Address of Bank / Building Society: 


Post Code: 


Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 


Your Details 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename:_ 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 

□ We would like to keep you informed by email about Presbus Publishing’s future offers and new product launches. 
Please tick this box to let us know that you are happy for us to do this. Don’t forget, you can change your contact 
preferences at any time by logging into your account or by using the unsubscribe links which you will find on all our 
emails. Account details will be active once the subscription is live. 


FOR DEBIT / CREDIT CARD ORDERS PLEASE CALL: 01442 820580 


Cheque 


I enclose a cheque to the value of £ _ 

(please make cheque payable to Presbus Publishing - Eurocheques are not accepted) 

Offer ends 10.08.19 - only open to new subscribers. Subscriptions are non-refundable. 


Name of Account Holder: 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 












Branch Sort Code: 











Reference (office use only) 












Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature: 


Date: 


Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account. 


—-*S-. 






The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) ^)BebTt 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

■ If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by (Webscribe Ltd) or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 

■ If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when (Webscribe Ltd) asks you to. 

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 
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PASSENGER TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS 



CLASSIC AND MODERN BUS EVENT 


FESTIVAL T8AUGUST2019 


BRITISH MOTOR MUSEUM, GAYDON, WARWICKSHIRE CV35 OBJ 

FEATURES INCLUDE: 

• Restored buses and coaches on display from 
a range of decades and fleets 

* Quality traders selling bus related items 

• Modern PSVs and industry suppliers 

* Free bus rides around the British Motor 
Museum and local scenic routes 



STANDARD TICKET PRICE INCLUDES: 

FREE] Access to British Motor Museum 

[FREE] Parking 

[ FREE [ Courtesy bus from Leamington 
Spa train station 


Check out the official website for vehicle, 
trade and exhibit listings 


ADVANCE TICKET PRICES 


Adult VIP: £40 


INCLUDES STANDARD TICKET ENTRY 
PLUS EXCLUSIVE SHOW GOODIES 



Adult £11 m 

Child £6 (5-16 yrs) 


Save £3.50 s1 


Save £3* 


ON THE DAY PRICES: 

Adult: £14.50 • Concessions: £12.50 
• Child (5-16 yrs): £9 • Children under 5: FREE 
• Family (2 adults, 3 children): £40 

Opening times: 10am-4pm 


Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult at all times. *Savings against British Motor Museum on-the-day ticket prices. 

Deadline for advance ticket orders Wednesday 14th August 2019. 


VIP TICKET INCLUDES STANDARD TICKET imn EXCLUSIVE guided vehicle tour - EXCLUSIVE diecast vehicle 
EXCLUSIVE DVD - Buses Yearbook 2020 - EXCLUSIVE event badge and loads more goodies. 



KS Call: 01780 480 404 
Visit: www.busesfestival.com 


To exhibit your vehicle or trade, contact Julie Hawes 
on 01780 755 131, email: julie.hawes@keypublishing.com 
or visit www.busesfestival.com for more info. 




















